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In today's #vatnik soup I'll be discussing about Finland and how
it fights Russian disinformation and propaganda. I'll also
introduce some of the methods that Finnish vatniks have
applied in order to brainwash the Finnish folk from all levels of
society.
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Let's start with journalism: In the Press Freedom Index, Finland has been at the top 5 along
with the other Nordic countries for decades now.

According to Christophe Deloire of Reporters without Borders, the biggest threat to press

freedom is the so-called...
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... "Fox News Model", in which the media both polarizes and attracts audience share with

extreme opinions.

Countries like Russia and China have basically no freedom of press, and pretty much all

media is controlled by the state.
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This leaves very little room for foreign information operations, as all public information is
checked and validated. One of the first things that Putin did after invading Ukraine was to

demolish any kind of free press.
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Free press can also be used against a nation: information operations often focus on
establishing fake news sources and disinformation mills for spreading polarizing content. In

Finland, the biggest outlet for this kind of "information laundering" is MV-Lehti.
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Suomen patriootit rauhan
puolesta "STOP NATO"
mielenilmauksessa USA:n
suurlahetystoélla lauantaina
28.1.2023 [Kuva/Video]
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Suomen Patriootit -toimintaryhma toteuttaa "STOP NATOQ!" -mielenilmauksen rauhan puolesta,
joka jarjestetddn tandan lauantaina kello 16 aikaan Yhdysvaltojen suurldahetystolla Helsingissa.
Iiman ennakkotietoa ja mainontaa kootussa "flashmob™ -tapahtumassa vaaditaan Naton
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In it's early days, around 2015, the blog focused on anti-immigration narratives, but
eventually started pushing pro-Russian bullshit. The two latest Editor-in-Chiefs, Juha
Korhonen and Janus Putkonen are straight up Putinists.
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Finnish vatniks, especially Johan Bickman, have also established associations that are
named very similarly than some official, trusted associations. One example is

Toimittajaliitto, translated as The Union of Journalists in Finland.
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Incidentally, the official org is called Journalistiliitto, and the translation in English is exactly
the same, making it very easy to mix up these two. The fake association has provided "press
passes" to various "independent journalists", like the pro-Russian Panu Huuhtanen.8/16
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Pro-Russian actors also try to defame the Finnish Broadcasting Company YLE and its

journalists. Backman was convicted of harassment of YLE journalist Jessikka Aro who's been

actively dissiminating the Russian info ops.
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Backman receives suspended sentence
for stalking Yle reporter
The court ruled that Johan Backman sending private messages to

and writing about journalist Jessikka Aro constituted stalking under
Finland's Penal Code.
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The court found that academic Johan Backman had stalked writer and journalist Jessikka Aro over
a prolonged period of time. Image: Mikko Koski / Yle, Bengt Ostling / Yle

YLE NEWS

18.2.2022 11:47 Share »

The Supreme Court has handed academic Johan Backman a 60 day
suspended prison sentence over his harassment of Yle journalist Jessikka
Aro.

Known for his close ties to Russia, Backman repeatedly sent private
messages to Aro on Facebook suggesting they meet up. He also published
articles via Twitter and Facebook that the court ruled had mocked and
belittled Aro.
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YLE in general plays a big part in fighting disinformation, and they have established
activities such as Faktabaari (FactBar) to fight the spread of false information and
propaganda.
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WELCOME TO FAKTABAARI / FACTBAR

Faktabaari is a Finnish fact-checking and digital information literacy service. Since 2014, it
has regularly contributed to fact-based information circulation with innovative projects and
fact-checks, notably to all national and European Parliamentary election debates with

academically acclaimed quality and transparency standards.

Faktabaari adheres also to the Finnish ethical code for journalists, is managed by a
registered Finnish non-profit transparency NGO (Avoin Yhteiskunta ry) and works

predominantly on a project basis. Faktabaari Editor includes professional journdlists,
researchers, EU experts, teachers and technical specialists supported by a broader

community of topic experts, as well as information and media literacy specialists.

Currently, Faktabaari is engaged within the new EDMO (European Digital Media
Observatory) and specifically within NORDIS (Nordic Observatory for digital media and
information disorders) regional EDMO hub in developing a digital information literacy
approach tackling digital information disorders as well as structural information biases and

microtargeting with specific focus on Elections.

FAKTABAARI EDU

Since 2017, Faktabaari has focused on developing a digital media and information literacy
project (Faktabaari EDU), building on fact-checking with voter literacy campaigns and

development of information literacy.

AWARDS AND REPRESENTATION

Faktabaari has been awarded Europcom, the Bonnier Grand Journalism Prize and two
Chydenius medals (2018 and again 2021 with NORDIS). International Fact-checking Network
peers have also recognized Faktabaari's work with the finalist nomination in the Best
Correction category (2019). Voter and information literacy work by Faktabaari EDU has
attained interest and wide publicity from several major media (e.g. CNN, the Guardian,

ARD) and institutional actors (e.g. UNESCO, Council of Europe, European Commission).
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There are several other plans on a national level to do the same in the future: for example
deepfake videos and AI will be a big challenge in the near future, and YLE has established
organization for detecting and fighting them.
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Another important aspect of Finnish battle against disinformation is the education. In
Finnish schools, children start learning at very young age about the concept of fake news and
mis- and disinformation.
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One example of this is Koulukino, that produces high quality video teaching material about
disinformation for Finnish schools. They've created a lot of material to support media

education and to fight against disinformation.
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But probably the biggest reason why Russian disinformation simply doesn't work well in
Finland is that we were at war with USSR quite recently. The whole conflict started with false
flag operation called Mainila shelling, and there were similar incidents throughout the war.
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After the fall of USSR many prominent politicians and businessmen succumbed into the
'Ostpolitik' and trade with Russia. For example, one Finnish ex-PM was involved in the Nord
Stream business with Gerhard Schroder, and another one was board member in SberBank.
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One current member of the Parliament was involved in the Russian ice hockey business and
did a lot of business with the Rotenberg oligarch family and with Gennadi Timchenko. After
the war started, most of them stopped doing business with the Russians.
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MV-Lehti:

Pekka Kallioniemi y
@P_Kallioniemi - Follow

Today I'll be introducing one of the most infamous
Finnish == disinfo site on the web: MV-Lehti (AKA
MV-Media or UMV-Lehti).During its existence, the
site has had three Chief-Editors:llja Janitskin, Juha
Korhonen ((@Juha_Korh2) and currently Janus
Putkonen (.@janus_putkonen).1/10
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Johan Biackman:
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Today I'll be introducing one of the main pro-mm
agitators and grand Finnish #vatnik's, Johan
Backman (.@johanbek). This Alexander Dugin's
disciple and avid mm disinfo spreader has been
spewing anti-4= propaganda on Kreml-controlled
media for years. 1/10
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There are some well-known #vatnik's in Finland,but

I'd like to introduce them to the international
audiences, too. First one I'd like to talk about is a
man who goes by the name Janus Putkonen

(.@janus_putkonen). He is the current "Chief-Editor"

of Russian propaganda piece... 1/5
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Welcome back to Finnish #vatnik's! Today I'll be

L

introducing a "gentleman" who goes by the name of

Juha Korhonen ((@Juha_Korh?2). His main
contributions for the Finnish disinformation scene

Arva A ainheibAse


https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1584446308752191488/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1584446308752191488?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1584446308752191488?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&tweet_id=1584446308752191488
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&in_reply_to=1584446308752191488
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1584446308752191488?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1584446308752191488%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&screen_name=P_Kallioniemi
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1577618456693940225?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/hashtag/vatnik?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/janus_putkonen?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1577618456693940225/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1577618456693940225?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1577618456693940225?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&tweet_id=1577618456693940225
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&in_reply_to=1577618456693940225
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1577618456693940225?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1577618456693940225%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&screen_name=P_Kallioniemi
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1578273725488644097?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request
https://twitter.com/hashtag/vatnik?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request&src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/Juha_Korh2?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1578273725488644097%7Ctwgr%5E057b33ee0792ba3e7889cac2843fee6c65d9d180%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fprint%2F1619683150606790658.html%3Fkey%3Dinternal_print_request

JIT LVWU VVTIDILTO.

1/8

6:39 AM - Oct 7, 2022 ®

% Read the full conversation on Twitter

@ 135 @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 10 replies

Paavo Lipponen:

a Pekka Kallioniemi ’
@P_Kallioniemi - Follow
Today's Finnish #vatnik report may ruffle some
feathers. It's a story about how love... sorry, business
conquers all. Our main character (for once) is
someone who has immense influence in the ==

politics. His name is Paavo Lipponen, a former, two-
term Prime Minister of 4= 1/7
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