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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a French politician and
member of the European Parliament, Thierry Mariani
(@ThierryMARIANI). He's best-known for his pro-Kremlin
politics and antics on social media, and for promoting business

with authoritarian regimes.

1/23



https://threadreaderapp.com/
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/P_Kallioniemi
https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1669273194614734849
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/P_Kallioniemi
https://threadreaderapp.com/hashtag/vatniksoup
https://twitter.com/ThierryMARIANI
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FypriUtWIAA1vYk.jpg

Mariani has been serving as a French MEP since 2019. He previously served as Minister in
charge of Transport in 2010-2012. He ran for the European Parliament from Marine Le
Pen's National Rally party.

Thierry's married to Irina Chaikhoullina, a native of Yekaterinburg.
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According to gossip-y Livejournal blog post from 2015, they met in 2005, fell in love and got
married in 2006 after Thierry got rid of his then-wife and children.
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The Russian wife of a French deputy, or what the French came to the Crimea

Took eh to mention the world madia, which practically
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In Jul 2015, Mariani, together with Russian officials, paid a visit to the illegally annexed

Crimea. While there, he praised the Crimean parliament for their "courage" to "make this

decision despite the difficult situation and the great danger of further escalation."”
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French MPs' Crimea visit condemned
by France and Ukraine

©231uly 2015

During their trip to Crimea, the first by a European delegation since the
peninsula's unrecognized annexation by Russia in March 2014, the
parliamentarians hailed the Russian takeover and berated French authorities for
endorsing EU trade sanctions slapped on Russia over its actions in Ukraine.

""We welcome the courage of the Crimean parliament, which was able to make
this decision despite the difficult situation and the great danger of further
escalation," the head of the delegation, Thierry Mariani, said during the group's
stopover in Moscow, referring to a contentious vote for independence ahead of
the annexation, with Russian troops occupying the peninsula and guarding the
parliament building.

Mariani also assured Russian officials that there was "no reason for Europe to
maintain its sanctions against Russia."

In 2020, he acted as an "international expert" at the 2020 All-Russian voting in Crimea.

He also claimed that there are no reasons for Europe to "maintain its sanctions against

Russia." Thierry's 2015 trip was denounced by the French Foreign Ministry, calling it...
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A delegation of French politicians headed
by Thierry Mariani will visit the Crimea
on March 13-16

According to dy, Chairman of Affairs, the guests from France will take partin
the celebrations on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the annexation of the peninsula to Russia

News March 11,2019, 17:05

2 minutes. a7 w

An international delegation arrived in Crimea to vote on amendments to the
Constitution of the Russian Federation, which included MEPs from France, experts
from Hungary and Bulgaria, as well as a member of the Berlin Parliament

YALTA, July 2. /TASS/. Voting on amendments to the constitution in Russia took place
according to democratic , German MP Gunnar Lindemann, who is in
Crimea as part of a delegation of international experts and MEPs, told reporters on
Thursday.

“Tvisited both St. Petersburg and Crimea, for the entire voting I visited about 25 polling
stations, and we could see that the process was taking place according to European
democratic standards,” Lindemann said.

Another member of the delegation, the editor-in-chief of the online newspaper exakt24.se
, a former member of the Swedish Parliament, Eric Almqvist, also noted the democratic
nature of the voting process. “Undoubtedly, this voting process is democratic, I was
especially struck by the organizational processes that preceded it. For comparison, I would
like to note that when visiting polling stations in Moscow and St. Petersburg, people
simply went there to fulfill their duty, in fact, to express their will. In Crimea, the voting
process is something akin to a holiday,” Almaqvist said.

The head of the delegation of deputies of the European Parliament, former Minister of
Transport of France Thierry Mariani noted the high level of anti-epidemic security
measures due to the coronavirus pandemic at the vote. "We noted a very high level of
sanitary standards, all the necessary security measures: the ¢
checked, masks are issued, and so on. We also had elections last week, I can compare and
say that in France the level of sanitary measures is not so high,” Mariani said.

is constantly

He added that a good decision in terms of security and convenience for the voters was the
decision to hold the vote within a few days.
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"a violation of international law." The trip was organized via Franco-Russian Dialogue
Association.

Thierry has been aggressively speaking against the sanctions ever since, even so that one
might think if he has financial interests with the Kremlin.
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In 2016, he brought non-binding resolutions to the National Assembly and Senate calling on
the EU to lift the sanctions against Russia. The resolution had only symbolic value, but it was
a clear statement for his pro-Kremlin stance.
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‘Acute Russophilia’ POLITICO a ae v owsionss  (CRITERRSD

Fillon, who polls show to be ranked third in the race to win the Right’s
nomination for president behind ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy and

frontrunner Alain Juppé, is one of several members of the France’s lower house calls on EU to lift
Républicains party urging the West to lift economic sanctions against Russia sanctions

Moscow and to pursue closer ties.
Resolution is latest sign of warming toward Moscow.
MEP Thierry Mariani, an outspoken Russia champion and Fillon
backer, brought non-binding resolutions to the National Assembly
and Senate calling on the European Union to lift economic sanctions

against Russia. The resolutions, which had symbolic value, were
adopted by both chambers in April and June, respectively.

Sarkozy, who heads the Republicains party, has also called for the lifting of sanctions. Last
October, he traveled to Moscow and met with Putin, whom he has described as a “friend.”

To a lesser degree, France’s ruling Socialists are also considering a thaw in relations with
Russia. Economy Minister Emmanuel Macron has called for the lifting of sanctions, while
Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault invited Putin to come to Paris in October — an invitation
the Russian leader accepted in principle.

Only Juppé, who leads polls ahead of a November primary, has voiced skepticism for what he
called an onset of “acute Russophilia” in his party.
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In Nov 2018, Mariani traveled to the fake republic of DNR, where he met, among other
people,with the fake Foreign Minister Natalya Nikonorova. He's been a big proponent of the
"genocide in Donbas" narrative, claiming that Ukraine has been "bombing civilian homes

since 2014."
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He also acted as an individual observer at the 2018 fake general elections in DNR. He's

visited Russia as an election observer. These trips were paid for by the EU.

Ironically, Thierry joined the board of governors of the European Endowment for Democracy

(EED) in 2020.
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The mission of this organization is to "to promote the values of freedom and democracy in
the European Neighbourhood and beyond." The organization has supported news outlets
like The Kyiv Independent. His stint didn't last long,though, as he resigned after just few
months.
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euobserver J—

Far-right MEP resigns from EU
Endowment for Democracy
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Like so many before him, Thierry has been blaming Ukraine for breaking the Minsk

agreements, a contract that has not been respected by either Ukraine or Russia since it was

signed. Incidentally, he doesn't mention the previous Budapest Memorandum from 1994

anywhere.
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¥ Le confliten n'a pas commencé en février, il dure depuis
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% The conflictin did not start in February, it has been going
on since 2014. Macron has never fought to enforce the Minsk Accords.
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He mocked the US intelligence for announcing Russia's invasion in Ukraine before it started,
and on 23 Feb 2022, he stated that the reports of Putin's push for Kyiv are "ludicrous".
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Nous sommes déja au 14eme jour oll les USA nous annoncent Pinvasion
imminente de I parla
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Il sait trés bien que contrairement au Lla population lui est
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We are already on the 14th day when the USA announces the imminent
invasion of by

P . . N It's starting to get boring!
To say that Putin will push his troops to is ludicrous.

He knows very well that unlike , the population is mostly
hostile to him.

Reminder: in 2008, the army of was in disarray, but Putin never
went as far as 2
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In his recent speech in the European Parliament, Mariani defended the abductions of
Ukrainian conducted by the Russians, stating that the "evacuation" of these children from
conflict zones is being propagandized in the West.
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®@ Rien n'est plus précieux que la vie des enfants, surtout en période de
guerre!

Instrumentaliser I'évacuation de ces enfants, des zones de conflit, pour
renforcer la guerre de I'information est malhonnéte.
Souvenons-nous du menscenge des couveuses du Koweit.

Google
¥ Nothing is more precious than children's lives, especially in times of
war!

Instrumentalizing the evacuation of these children from conflict zones to
reinforce information warfare is dishonest.
Remember the lie of the incubators of Kuwait.
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Thierry MARIANI
Députe francais
au Parlement européen
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This disgusting take supports Russia's push to desperately try and fix its failing
demographics by kidnapping Ukrainian youth - so far almost 20 000 abductions of

Ukrainian children have been confirmed.
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Thierry is a staunch critic of Zelensky, blaming him for trying to "drag the EU into a war that
is not ours." He's also blamed Poland & the Baltics for "supporting a more active
participation” in the war,suggesting that these countries only want to "settle some old

scores".
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nd Forces of the IRGC neutralize an armed cell bound to carry out a terrori

European MP: Zelensky is trying to drag
us into a war that is not ours

By Al Mayadeen English | Source: Agencies 115 Oct 2022 15:20 | 4 Shares ¥y f © O

French Member of the European Parliament Thierry Mariani says that Europe’s
involvement in the Ukrainian crisis will weaken it, and stresses that Zelensky is
trying to drag the continent into an endless confiict.
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He's called events like the bombing of the Kerch bridge an escalation, but at this point one
can ask escalation into what? Russia is already bombing civilian targets almost on a daily

basis. Its troops are raping, pillaging and torturing civilians around Ukraine.
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En bombardant le pont de Crimée, savait trés bien qu’il
déclencherait une escalade meurtriére.
Pant bombardé...représailles russes..victimes civiles nombreuses...
opinion publique occidentale indignée...plus de voix chez nous pour
rentrer en guerre.
Le piége fatal jusqu’ou?

Google

By bombarding the Crimean Bridge, knew very well that he
would trigger a murderous escalation.

Bombed bridge...Russian reprisals...numerous civilian victims...outraged
Western public opinion...no more voices at home to go back to war.
The fatal trap how far?

&, Idriss J. Aberkane Ph.D, Ph.D & Ph.D

Frappe de drones russes en plein centre-ville de Kiev il y a une heure. 48h
aprés la nomination du General Surovikine et I'attentat du pont de Crimée
I’'escalade est maintenant certaine, et les civils vont payer a la place des
responsables...

Mariani has also been featured several times on TASS, where he usually bashes anything
coming from the West. In one of his interviews he declared that the European capitals are

"far too scared to displease Washington or get blackmailed by Ukrainian President...

RUSSIAN NEWS AGENCY
Tass

EU to negotiate Russian gas supplies
soon, French MEP Mariani tells
Izvestia
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It is stated that European capitals are far too sc

d to displease
lington or get blackmailed by Ukrainian Presid

MOSCOW, January 9. /[TASS/. The European Union will soon start negotiations
on Russian gas deliveries, Thierry Mariani, a French member of the European
Parliament, said in an interview with Izvestia published on Monday.

"I think negotiations on Russian gas supplies will begin in the next few months.
Meanwhile, European capitals are far too scared to displease Washington or
get blackmailed by Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky," Mariani said.
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...Vladimir Zelensky," and that Poland is trying to drag EU deeper into the Russo-Ukrainian

war.

Mariani's actions and talks make you almost think, that he has some business interests in

Russia. As a matter of fact, him and Yves Pozzo di Borgo have been under...
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Poland drags EU countries into
escalation in Ukraine against their
will - MEP from France

Thierry Mariani said that in the provision of weapons "Warsaw is
now going even further than Washington”

PARIS, March 18. [TASS/. Warsaw is trying to draw the European Union into the
Ukrainian conflict as deeply as possible contrary to the interests of most EU
countries, a member of the European Parliament from France, Thierry
Mariani, told TASS.

“In the conflict in Ukraine, Poland has become the element that is obviously
trying to drag the EU into the escalation as deeply as possible against the wish
of the EU countries,” Mariani said.

He expressed his attitude to Poland's decision to dispatch MiG-29 fighters to
Ukraine.

"It seems to me it is extremely dangerous for Poland to supply military aircraft
to Kiev,” the source said. "So far, the United States has not made such a
decision.”

As the European legislator stated, "Warsaw is now going even farther than
Washington" in providing military hardware to Ukraine.

"The aircraft to be delivered are to enable Ukraine to strike deep into the
territory of Russia,” he warned.

“This is another in a series of steps towards the EU’s involvement in the
conflict. Each such step brings us closer to participation in the conflict and we
run the risk of getting into it someday,” Mariani added.
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...investigation for Russia-related corruption since 2021. Their trips were paid for by Russia,
and the French courts are determining whether these trips were rewards for the loyalty to the

Russian Federation. They also investigate misuse of the organization's funds.
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Two French politicians under investigation for
Russia-related corruption

The Paris prosecutor's office is investigating possible corruption and influence peddling in
connection with the Franco-Russian Dialogue, an advocacy group presided by member of the

European Parliament Thierry Mariani.

By Abdelhak El Idrigsi and Anne Michel

Published on October 26, 2022, at 5:00 am (Paris), updated on October 28, 2022, at 5:20 am - & & min.
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Russia isn't the only country that Mariani has been simping - he's a member of the
Azerbaijan's Friends Association, a main tool of the "caviar diplomacy", a lobbying strategy
of Azerbaijan involving lavish gifts and free tips.
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nl returns to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on RMC - BEMTV Monday, May
ERBAD It there are war crimes, they must be condemned, but we must not fallinto the propaganda
one or the other. We really need an international commission of inquiry that finds out the tr

‘about what happencd.
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igainst Christians,

facilitate a negotiation, a  two peoples who are condemned o live side

by side, who have lived side by side for centuries and not throw ofl on the fire”, concludes the

NEW ENTRIES

Azerbaijan's French friends
Azerbaijan's lawyers reportedly intended to call French MP Jean-Frangois Mancel as a witness.

Mancel is president of the Friends of Azerbaijan Association (AAA), the French arm of Azerbaijan's “caviar
diplomacy” that aims to counter the influence of the Armenian diaspora, which has a large presence in France, on
the Nagormy-Karabakh question, improve trade and speak up for the "pear of the Caucasus".

Along with several other MPs, three former ministers from Nicolas Sarkozy's 2007-2012 presidency - Rachida
Dati, Thierry Mariani and Jean-Marie Bockel - are members of AAA.

They have been invited on "cultural trips” to Azerbaijan and, in some cases, their constituencies have benefited
donations and investments from the country, according to Le Monde.

Mariani, a former AAA president, dismissed questions about presents of caviar as "ridiculous”, saying he had
received some really small tins", worth less than the amount of donations MPs are supposed to declare, of the
delicacy.
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Since the trips, Mariani has shown strong support for Ilham Aliyev, the authoritarian

President of Azerbaijan, even having personal relations with him and his family. He's also

the chairman of an NGO L'Eurasie, les nouveaux horizons, that's connected to several...
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“Caviar diplomacy”: exchanges of good

practices between Azerbaijan and French

elected officials

The young oil country, regularly by human rights izations, is trying to restore Caviar Diplomacy

its image with a lot of gift

s and investments.

How Azerbaijan silenced the Council of Europe

Part 1

... figures involved in lobbying and money laundering of almost three billions dollars through

shell companies located in the UK. This money was used to whitewash Azerbaijan's

reputation in
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How did the scheme work, who benefited, and how did it come T H E
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The Azerbafjani Laundromat is a complex money-laundering operation and siush fund that handled 2.9

SHORTCUTS
billon over shell UK.

. OCCRP, The Guardian o
(UK) Siddeutsche Tages Anzeiger and
(switzerland), De Tijd (Belgium), Novaya Gazeta (Russia), Dossier (Austria), Atiatszo.hu (Hungary), Delo % Reactions.
(stovenia), RIsE Bivol (Bulgr ) Caech Ce sigativ % Where Did the Money Go?
Joumalism (Czech Republc). and Barron's (US)

€ TheRawData

This project s part of the Global Anti-Corruption Consortium. a collaboration started by OCCRP and &) e

Transparency International

‘What is the Azerbaijani Laundromat?
A scheme to curry influence, pay lobbyists, apologists and European
politicians and to launder cash. The $2.9bn (£2.2bn) operation ran between
2012 and 2014 - meaning that on average $3m was channelled out of
Azerbaijan every day. The source of money isn't always clear, but it comes
from companies linked to Azerbaijan’s president, Ilham Aliyev, state
ministries and the International Bank of Azerbaijan, the country’s largest
bank, which recently filed for bankruptcy protection. The cash was

into four offsh d UK . From there, it was
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Oh, and he never speaks about the events that took place in Bucha, Izium, Kherson or

Kramatorsk. We can safely assume, that in his mind these atrocities never took place.
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Support my work:
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Kallioniemi

(] buymeacoffee.com/PKallioniemi

Pekka Kallioniemi
Support me in creating daily vatnik soups! All donations will be spent on research
and production of vatnik soup or in the creation of web portal (vatniksoup.com)...

https://buymeacoffee.com/PKallioniemi

Subscribe for my upcoming YouTube channel:

The Soup Central
The Soup Central gives you in-depth knowledge on disinformation, bad actors and
information operations.

https://youtube.com/@TheSoupCentral

Past soups: vatniksoup.com
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