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Jun 25 - 25 tweets

In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce an American businessman
and social media figure, Elon Musk (@elonmusk). He's best-
known for being the wealthiest man in the world, running
companies like Tesla Inc., SpaceX and Twitter, and for
parroting Kremlin's propaganda narratives.
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Musk was born in South Africa to a wealthy family. His father co-owned an emerald mine in
Zambia, and he also invested in some of Elon's early business ventures in mid 90's. The
company, Zip2, was later in 1999 sold to Compaq for 307 million USD.
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Elon Musk's Dad Says His Son's Whole
Carcer Was IFunded by That Emerald
Mine

"Elon knows it's true. All the kids know aboutit"

Ehe New Nork Times

Compaq Buys Zip2 to Enhance
Altavista

Boretsate S [

By Lisa Napoli
Feb. 17,1999

In 1999 Musk co-founded ,an online financial services that merged with an online bank &
eventually became PayPal. The company's key figures were referred to as the "PayPal Mafia"
& included people like the anti-woke crusaders Peter Thiel & @davidsacks.
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Musk's various business ventures have made him the richest man in the world. He demands
a lot from his employees, expecting them to work for long hours, often removing the
possibility of working remotely. He fires people en masse, and all employees sign strict
NDA's.
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Dr. Elon & Mr. Musk: Life Inside Tesla’s Production Hell

Tesla © This artcle is more than 4 months old

Tesla fires more than 30 workers after
union drive announcement

‘Workersat the Gigafactory 2 in Bulfalo, New Yok, allege

Michael Sainato
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Elon Musk Says Remote Work Is
'Morally Wrong, Calls It 'Messed

Up'

Elon Musk says he’s cut about 80% of
Twitter’s staff
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Musk has also taken the Giving Pledge, committing to give the majority of his wealth to
charitable causes. In 2022,Forbes gave him the worst score in the philanthropy rating,since
he had only given less than 1% of his fortune to charity. Soros was the biggest giver of all.

HERE’S A GUIDE TO EACH SCORE. DATA ARE AS OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2022.

1: Has given away less than 1% of wealth

Who got this score: Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Google cofounder Larry Page and 142

2: Has given away 1% to 4.99% of wealth

Who got this score: Google cofounder Sergey Brin, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and
118 others.

3: Has given away 5% to 9.99% of wealth

Who got this score: Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, brokerage billionaire
Charles Schwab and 52 others.

4: Has given away 10% to 19.99% of wealth

Who got this score: Former New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg, hedge fund
investor Jim Simons and 16 others.

5: Has given away 20% or more of wealth

Who got this score: Bill Gates, Melinda French Gates, MacKenzie Scott, Warren
Buffett, George Soros, Gordon Moore, Amos Hostetter Jr,, Lynn Schusterman and
John Arnold.
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Musk has been active Twitter user since 2009, and he's the platform's biggest account by far
with over 140 million followers. Throughout the years, he has provoked controversy with his

tweets. Some of these incidents include comparing Justin Trudeau to Hitler,...
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...calling the cave explorer who played a crucial role in saving 12 children from a cave in
Thailand a "pedo guy" and "child rapist". Due to his success in business and developing

future technologies, Musk has garnered a large group of faithful and fervent followers.

7/23

-
Elon Musk &
@elonmusk

Replying to @elonmusk and @zeynep

You know what, don't bother showing
the video. We will make one of the
mini-sub/pod going all the way to
Cave b no problemo. Sorry pedo guy,
you really did ask for it.

7/15/18, 7:10 AM

305 Retweets 1,280 Likes

Elon Musk © This aticleis more than 4 years old

Elon Musk calls Thailand diver 'child
rapist' in new baseless attack

has

faced widespread backlash over his comments

‘Sam Levin in San Francisco

ctthat th iver o maved to 6 i, Protograph Tor

has escalated his baseless attacks against a British diver, claiming
froma cavein

‘Thailand was a “child rapist” in an email to a reporter.
July when he first

called the diver Vernon Unsworth a “pedo” in a tweet - an unfounded claim

against a man who was part of the international team that freed 12 young
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Like his old friend @davidsacks, Elon also likes to promote his ideas on absolutely
everything, even when he doesn't have any expertise on knowledge on the topic (like the cave

rescue operation) - a phenomenon known as the Dunning-Kruger effect.
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Musk showed interested in buying Twitter as early as in 2017, and had previously criticized
the platform for lack of free speech. He started buying Twitter shares already in Jan 2022,
and eventually bought the platform for 44 billion USD in Oct 2022. The idea of buying...
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Twitter shares close up 27% after Elon
Musk takes 9% stake in social media
company
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Elon Musk takes control of Twitter
in $44bn deal



https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FzdzQDRWAAEsD_X.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FzdzQ6rWIAElxbq.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FzdzUwwXwAU4k1-.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FzdzVsjXgAAZEc-.jpg

..Twitter & making it "radically free speech" allegedly came from Elon's ex-wife
@TalulahRiley, who'd texted Elon "Please do something to fight woke-ism. I will do anything
to help!" Riley had specifically cited the ban of a conservative news satire website,
@TheBabylonBee.
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A a INSIDER

Elon Musk's ex-wife is reportedly the mysterious phone contact 'TJ"
who texted him about fighting 'woke-ism' at Twitter, and called the
banning of a conservative satire site 'crazy’

Triggered by Babylon Bee's suspension, Talulah
Riley urged Musk to buy Twitter to 'fight woke-

HACKERNOON.COM

Prior to Musk's buyout of Twitter, the platform used so-called blue check marks to identify
prominent figures and organizations. Musk quickly removed these, and introduced a blue
tick that anyone could buy. This would provide them boost in the algorithm, and he

declared...
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...that this would provide real free speech. Previously he stated that the "Price [would be]
adjusted by country proportionate to purchasing power parity." As of today, Twitter Blue's
pricing is almost identical in every country where it's available, including Madagasgar,..
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...one of the poorest countries in the world. For only +20% of their annual income, average
Madagasgarians can get some REAL free speech - thanks Elon!

He also sponsored the blue tick to the poorest of the poor, including @KingJames,
@WilliamShatner and @StephenKing.
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I‘.‘;’Bl.'ﬁ;”.lames didn’t pay for his Twitter
checkmark, but Elon Musk gave it to him
anyway

/ After saying he wouldn't pay.
James was offered a
complimentary subscription ‘on
behalf of Elon Musk.’ who says
Stephen King and William Shatner
got the same deal.
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Elon also quickly started firing old Twitter employees, getting rid of 80% of its workforce. He
said stated that the process was "painful", but at the same time mocked many of these

individuals on Twitter. One especially disgusting example of this was when he mocked...
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News /TECHNOLOGY /News /Elon Musk confirms he has fired over 80% of Twitter employees so far
Elon Musk confirms he has fired over 80% of Twitter
employees so far

Musk claims that there were 'just under 8,000' staff members when he bought the company. Now, Twitter is left with around
1,500 employees.
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...Haraldur Thorleifsson, or @iamharaldur, an Icelandic national hero who suffers from
muscular dystrophy. Musk also fired the team that fought against coordinated propaganda
campaigns by countries such as Russia, China and Saudi Arabia. Research by Darren Linvill
etal...
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9 days ago the access to my work computer was cut, along with about
200 other Twitter employees.

However your head of HRis not able to confirm if 1 am an employee or
not. You've not answered my emails.

Maybe if enough people retweet you'll answer me here?
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Elon Musk mocks laid-off Twitter
employee with disability

Elon Musk mocks laid-off Twitter employee with disabilty
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1would like to apologize to Halli for my misunderstanding of his situation.
It was based on things | was told that were untrue or, in some cases,
true, but not meaningful.

He is considering remaining at Twitter.
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...found out that many disabled troll farms had become active again after the buyout.

Apparently, none of Elon's friends haven't told him about the study that fake news spread 6
times faster on Twitter than truthful content. As of today, this number is probably higher.
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Twitter staff cuts leave Russian trolls
unchecked
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Study: On Twitter, false news travels faster than
true stories

Research project finds humans, not bots, are primarily responsible for spread
of misleading information.

© watchvideo

Peter Dizikes | MIT News Office
March 8, 2018
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This type of research has become much more expensive since the buyout,as Musk has

increased the API costs astronomically - access to 50 million tweets per month costs a
whopping 42 000 USD.He also removed the free, basic API access used by many indie
developers & academics.
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Twitter's new API plan costs up to $2.5 million per year

Enterprise AP| packages will go from free to starting at $42,000 per month for its lowest subscription
tier.
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Elon has attempted to combat disinformation on Twitter with "improved" community notes
that he's called a "game changer". It's basically a crowdsourced (= free for Elon) feature

where Twitter users can add context to tweets.
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In May 2023, Musk's interview was hit with community notes over his claims that there's "no
proof” that the Texas mall shooter was a white supremacist, and that @bellingcat is a

"psyop". As of today, the community note has been removed.
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s nikki mccann ramirez @NikkiMcR - 6h

(g/ Musk doubles down on his claims that
there's no evidence the Allen, Texas mall
shooter had white supremacist beliefs, and
that @bellingcat "does psy-ops"
professionally.
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CNBC AFTER TESLA ANNUAL MEETING

1.1M views

72 Readers added context they thought
people might want to know

Texas police have confirmed that the
Allen mall shooter "had neo-Nazi tattoos
and beliefs" and wore a patch signifying
"right wing death squad."

Bellingcat has a history of impartial
investigative journalism. Police

confirmed its findings on the shooter.

texastribune.org/2023/05/08/all...
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Musk also provides a lot of publicity to known conspiracy theorists like al-Assad apologist
and pro-Kremlin pundit, @aaronjmate, QAnon-affiliated @KanekoaTheGreat, social media
grifter @stillgray, and of course fugitive @KimDotcom. When I asked for his comment...
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Aaron Maté & @aaronjmate - 2h

ﬁ Bellingcat is a NATO state psy-op, as their
own state partners admit. A leaked report for
the UK gov't states: "Bellingcat was somewhat
discredited, both by spreading disinformation
itself, and by being willing to produce reports
for anyone willing to pay."
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.@bellingcat is a great journalistic
organization. Conversely, Musk once
linked to a deranged article about Paul
Pelosi in the Santa Monica Observer, an...
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Human Rights Watch warned that the law failed to protect the linguistic
rights of

Usage of the Russian
language in macroregions
of Ukraine

(KIS survey, 2003)
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the Russian language
dominates absolutely

the Russian lang,
dominates.

the Ukrainian language
dominates absolutely

Almost no one among the cognoscenti even knows this.

Why does our western press insist on pushing such a lopsided view of the
conflict?

They must either think that the pr too dumb to understand nuance
orthe emselves lack a deep understanding.

Unfiltered @Boss @
¥ Blue subscribers should be the only ones
that can vote in policy related polls. We

actually have skin in the game

Elon Musk @
4 Good point. Twitter will make that change.

g; lan Miles Cheong @
While some people might cry about
how this is like social credit (it isn’t)
it’s actually close to what the
Founding Fathers intended—only
landowners could vote. It’s a good
policy. Democracy must not become a
tyranny of the mob.

...on this soup, Elon replied indirectly (I assume he didn't want to promote me in any way) to
his old "war room" buddy and pro-Kremlin investor, @davidsacks, declaring that "This

platform now cares about the truth, even if we don't like the truth."
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The truth is always more complex and nuanced than what is reported.

This platform now cares about the truth, even if we don’t like the truth.
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It's somewhat ironic that the people who declare to be running a "free speech platform" that
"cares about the truth", seem to be afraid to have any kind of discussion. I guess they don't

want their own "truth" to be challenged, after all?
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Elon Musk, Self-Proclaimed “Free Speech Absolutist,”
Says Twitter Will Treat “Cisgender” as a Slur

The billionaire is not CEQO anymore—and yet, he's seemingly still changing the platform's rules on a dime.
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End of part one.

In the second part of this series, I'll focus more on Elon's comments on the Russo-Ukrainian
War, including Elon's (or David Sacks') "peace plan", the undermining of neutral

investigations, and promotion of pro-Kremlin narratives.
Stay tuned for more!
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Ukraine-Russia Peace:

- Redo elections of annexed regions under UN supervision. Russia leaves
if that is will of the people.

- Crimea formally part of Russia, as it has been since 1783 (until
Khrushchev’s mistake).

- Water supply to Crimea assured.

- Ukraine remains neutral.

Yes

No
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APPENDIX: Both Elon's and Errol (Elon's father) version about the emerald mine biz can be
found here:

Elon Musk provides key context on hotly-contested “emerald mine” st...

Elon Musk's recent post provided some critical context on why his own interviews
and later posts about an emerald mine contradict each other.


https://www.teslarati.com/elon-musk-dad-emerald-mine-story-finally-explained/
https://www.teslarati.com/elon-musk-dad-emerald-mine-story-finally-explained/

