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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce confirmed cases where the Kremlin has funded or otherwise
influenced European politicians & parties in order to gain their support with issues like conducting

business with Russian businesses, aid to Ukraine & sanctions against Russia.
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On 28 Mar 2024,the Czech Republic & Poland exposed a Kremlin-backed propaganda network that paid

European politicians & spread anti-Ukraine narratives on media. According to the investigators, the
Voice of Europe website was used as a vehicle to pay politicians.
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But first of all, let's look at how to motivate people to work on behalf of a foreign agent. I have
previously written about the acronym MICE, which translates to Money, Ideology, Compromise and

Ego. More on this here:
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In today's #vatniksoup, I'm going to talk about MICE. Not 
the rodent, but an acronym that originates from CIA 
recruitment strategy used in espionage. MICE explains 
the main motivators for covert and also overt action, and 
it stands for Money, Ideology, Compromise and Ego.
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There are many journalists, political parties and individual politicians who have provenly received

funding from the Kremlin or from the CCP. One of the most famous examples is the Latvian MEP,
Tatjana Zdanoka exposed by the @InsiderEng:
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In today's #vatniksoup I'll introduce a Latvian politician 
and MEP, Tatjana Ždanoka. She's best-known for her 
history in the Communist Party of Latvia, for her pro-
Russian politics in the country, and for her strong and 
constant support of Russia in the European Parliament.
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In Belgium, two politicians from the far-right party Vlaams Belang, Filip Dewinter and Frank

Creyelman, have received payments from Chinese spies.

Vlaams Belang is currently polling around 28% for the upcoming elections:
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In todays #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a Belgian far-right 
politician and one of the key figures of the far right party 
Vlaams Belang, Filip Dewinter (@FDW_VB). He's best-
known for his ultranationalism, and for promoting 
authoritarian regimes like Russia, the CCP and Syria.
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In Germany, another far-right party, AfD, has extremely close relations with the Kremlin, and many of
their politicians have received gifts and free luxury trips to Russia. They have also received funding and

instructions from their masters:
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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a German right-wing 
and populist political party, Alternative für Deutschland, or 
AfD (@AfD). The party is best-known for their Euroskeptic 
and pro-Kremlin politics, and for having strong political 
and financial ties to the Kremlin.
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A former German journalist, Hubert Seipel also received funding through shell companies for providing

positive coverage of Vladimir Putin. Most of the "macho imagery" of him comes from Seipel's work.

More on Hubert:
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Pekka Kallioniemi
@P_Kallioniemi · Follow

In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a German journalist 
and documentarist, Hubert Seipel. He's best-known for 
creating several propaganda pieces on Vladimir Putin, for 
downplaying Putin's atrocities, and for receiving money 
from a Russian oligarch without disclosing this.
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Austria is a hotbed for Russian espionage. Recently, @InsiderEng revealed that the Wirecard conman

Jan Marsalek has been working for GRU for a decade,
and for example gave confidential documents to Austrian far-right party FPÖ:
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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce an Austrian fugitive 
businessman and Russian operative, Jan Marsalek 
(@derJanMarsalek). He's best-known for the Wirecard 
scandal, and for funneling money to Russian intelligence 
agencies and PMC Wagner's operations.
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In Italy, an aide to Italy's then deputy prime minister Matteo Salvini held secret talks with Russian

officials to pump Russian oil money to Italian far-right party Lega Nord:
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In today's #vatniksoup we'll do our first trip to Italy as I 
introduce an Italian politician and Deputy Prime Minister of 
Italy, Matteo Salvini (@matteosalvinimi). He's best-known 
for his Russia-related funding scandals, and for his 
Euroskeptic and pro-Putin views.
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In France, former MEP, Jean-Luc Schaffhauser, organized loans from Russia to Marine Le Pen's

National Rally party. Schaffhauser and other pro-Kremlin politicians are currently being investigated by
the French Intelligence.
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In today's #vatniksoup I'll introduce a French lawyer and 
politician, Marine Le Pen. She's best-known for her 
attempts at becoming the president of France and for her 
connections to the European far-right movement and to 
Vladimir Putin.
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In the Netherlands, there have been speculations on FvD leader Thierry Baudet being paid by the
Kremlin. His party member and MEP, Marcel de Graaff is also being investigated for his Russian

connections:
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Pekka Kallioniemi
@P_Kallioniemi · Follow

In today's #vatniksoup I'll introduce another Dutch 
politician and MEP, Marcel de Graaff (@MJRLdeGraaff). 
He's best-known for his beliefs in conspiracy theories, for 
his strong pro-Russian stance, and for his pro-Kremlin 
voting patterns in the European Parliament (EP).
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In Bulgaria, the Russian state paid politicians, famous journalists, analysts and political scientists 2000

EUR monthly for their pro-Kremlin takes on both traditional and social media.
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And of course this is just the tip of the iceberg. Most of these covert operations will never be exposed,
and there are probably hundreds of politicians and policymakers who receive cash and crypto payments

from Russia, Iran and the CCP.
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Naturally, there are also politicians and propagandists who were funded more or less openly by RT,

Sputnik and other Kremlin mouthpieces. Some of these include Nigel Farage and George "The Cat"
Galloway.
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Pekka Kallioniemi
@P_Kallioniemi · Follow

In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a British politician and 
TV presenter, Nigel Farage (@Nigel_Farage ). He's best-
known for his prominent role in the Brexit campaign, and 
for his bootlicking of Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin.
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Pekka Kallioniemi
@P_Kallioniemi · Follow

In today's #vatnik soup I'll be introducing a British reality 
TV star and a propagandist, George Galloway 
(@georgegalloway). He's best known for his appearance 
on Big Brother, affiliation with Russia state-media & his 
love for various authoritarian regimes around the globe.
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Find us also on other socials:
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The Soup Central
The Soup Central gives you in-depth knowledge on disinformation, bad actors and

information operations.
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