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In this second (and possibly last) Basiji Soup, we'll explore how the Islamic Republic of Iran
has prepared for a conflict with the US and Israel. We won't cover the military aspects, but
another kind of war — information warfare.
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In the 1st Basiji Soup, we souped the Islamic Republic, its disinformation operations, its
hypocrisy, its support of terrorism including Russia’s, its (one-sided?) relationship with Putin,
and the mass protests against it that started two months ago:
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In this first (and maybe last?) Basiji Soup, we'll look at...
the Islamic Republic of Iran, its disinformation operations,
its hypocrisy, how it sells its atrocities as virtue and its
repression as morality, how it serves the Kremlin, and the
current protests against it.
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11:52 AM - Jan 10, 2026 ®
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The Internet blackout has been crucial in allowing the regime to cover up its massacre of the
protesters and especially the scope of it, making it difficult to assess the number of victims.
They went to great lengths to jam Starlink, after having made its use illegal.
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'People die in the dark": experts decry Iran's 'worst
internet shutdown'
€

9 hours ago

Iranian protesters seen through the windshield of a car, Tehran, Iran, January 9, 2026

I nternet experts are warning that Iran's sweeping nationwide internet blackout is being

used to shield lethal crackdowns on protesters, cutting off evidence of state violence as
unrest continues across the country.

“This is the worst internet shutdewn in Iran’s history,” said Ali Tehrani, director of
Washington operations for Psiphon, an open-source anti-censorship tool widely used in
Iran. "Even Starlink uploads have been affected”
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Iran plunged into internet blackout as
nationwide anti-government turmoil spreads

UPDATED 15 HR AGT
By Mostafa Salem

>

Iran was plunged into a nationwide internet blackout Thursday evening as
mass anti-government protests spread around the country, with Iranians
shouting slogans against the ruling theocratic regime as anger mounts over

economic turmoil and security crackdowns.

Authorities cut internet access and telephone lines immediately after
Thursday’s protests in the capital Tehran and other major cities began,
although the blackout did not immediately prevent the posting of videos of

the protests, now well into their second week.

“National blackouts tend to be the regime’s go-to strategy when deadly force
is about to get used against protesters,” Alp Toker, director of cybersecurity
watchdog NetBlocks, told CNN, “with the goal being to prevent the spread of
news of what's happening on ground, and also to limit international

scrutiny.”

There are basically two ways now to get through the countrywide Internet blackout: Starlink,
heavily jammed but usually working, and a state-controlled whitelist. Only regime officials
and a limited number of businessmen get the whitelist Internet access.
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RUCHI KUMAR SECURITY NEWS 27.82.2826

Iran’s Intemet Came Back
— But Not for Everyone

Iran’s internet returned back to normal
for people and businesses on a special,
state-approved “white list”, but access
is patchy, restricted, and slow for
everyone else.

There are therefore two kinds of information that leave the country: testimonies from the
protesters, and the regime’s Basiji propaganda. As both are limited, the media outside the
country play a crucial role. The regime has few direct voices but many allies abroad.
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Iranians call President Trump to help set them free from the evil regime.

What do you think should happen next?

Before the 1979 revolution, besides liberals and nationalists, which never supported the
Islamic Republic, there were three main groups fighting against the Shah: Islamists,
communists, and Islamist communists. Moscow was involved as well, as usual:
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The People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (MEK, Islamist communists), supported
Ayatollah Khomeini initially but became hostile to him soon. During the Iran-Iraq war, they
sided with Irag, and were seen as traitors both by the regime and by many Iranians. They fled
Iran...
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News Bulletin of the People’s Mojahedin of Iran

January 29, 1988

President of National Council of
Resistance of Iran Meets Iraqi President

r. Massoud Rajavi. President of

the National Council of Resistance
of Lran (NCRI), met and held talks on
Sunday. January 17, with Tragi President
Saddum Hussein at the Presidential
Palace in Baghdad. Views were ex-
changed on regional affairs. The NCRI
President expressed hope that the New
Yeur would see the end of the war and be
the final year for the Khomeini regime,

allowing peace and friendship 1o be es-
tablished between the two neighbors,
Mr. Rajavi also underlined the impor-
tance and need for the full implementa-
tion of UN Resolution 598, which. he
pointed out, enjoys the support of the
Tranian public.

T'he Tragi President emphasized in the
meeting that Iraq welcomes all Tranian
political refugees.

“Inside a Moujahedeen Camp:
The Face of Iran-to-Be?”

The vicrorious offensives of the Natio-
nal Liberation Army of Iran and the
severe blows it has delivered to the re-
gime’s apparatus of war and repression
have gained much attention international-
Iy. The Los Angeles Times published a
report by G.H. Jansen, who visited the
Iran-Iraq border region and one of the
NLA military centers, in its December
20 issue. Excerpts:

More than a few American universities
are unknowingly making a direct and
forceful contribution to the liberation of
Iran from the rule of the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini and his mullahs. The

contribution is in the form of alumni
serving as soldiers and officers in the
ranks of the National Liberation Army of

Iran.
The NLA is the combat element of the
socialist Moujahedeen (“Holy War-

riors™) movement that has become the
most effective group in opposition to the
Khomeini regime—thanks in large part
to French Prime Minister Jacques
Chirac. Yielding to Iranian pressure, he
expelled Moujahedeen leader Massoud
Rajavi and many of his followers from
France in June, 1986, They went to Iraq

Continued on page 3

New Round in Power Struggle

Khomeini Loses
Grip on Infightings

A written rebuke recently addressed
by Khomeini to his President, Khame-
ne'l, announced renewed infighting
within Khomeini's regime. hastening its
disintegration. On January 8. “Voice of
Mojahed™ radio broadeast an interview
with M ) >sident of
the ! I Council of Resistance of
Iran. Excerpts of the program. heard
throughout Iran. appear below

“The regime is confronting political,
military and economic deadlocks. In par-
ticular, it finds itself at an impasse vis-i-
vis the Tranian people’s rising Resistance
for peac d freedom and the National
Liberation Army. as well as its increasing
international isolation. Thus the regime’s
factions have no option but to devour
one another....

Continued on page 2

Operation “BeytokMoqaddas™

Khomeini’s Latest
Attack Costs 10,000
Iranian Casualties

The Khomeini  regime’s  forces
launched another war offensive on
January 15 from the Sardasht region in
the northern sector of the Iran-lrag war-
front. But the regime’s radio reported
the attack sixty hours later, after it had
been established that it was yet another
defeat

I'he operation was reportedly intended
to capture the heights overlooking the
Mawet region and to “purge the region™
and “the communication routes” used by
the National Liberation Army.

The attack was launched from a moun-
tainous region in very cold weather. A
flood of casualties soon poured into field
hospi ind hospitals in Tehran ana
Azarbaijan, particularly Martyrs Hos-
pital in Tabriz..The wounded were trans-
ferred by train, C-130 cargo plane and
car.

Eyewitnesses were struck by the cha-
otic situation of Khomeini's forces. The
Continued on page 4

... but found rich benefactors in the West, and control many “Iranian opposition media”. Like
a big part of the “Russian liberal opposition”, they blame the leader of the regime, while
criticizing more the opposition groups actually dangerous to it.
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We should demand an immediate leadership replacement
at @VOAfarsi and restore credible reporting.

Many of its experienced journalists were pushed out and
replaced — turning a publicly funded broadcaster into a
propaganda outlet.

American taxpayers fund VOA to provide truthful Show
more

& Martin & @Martin_Sedi

Taxpayer funded @VOAFarsi is a TOTAL DISGRACE under corrupt hacks
@Javanmardi75 Ali Javanmardi & @KariLake Kari Lake !

Poll nukes them: 83% NO to any journalistic integrity (17,380 votes) only
17% biased people buy their BS.

Javanmardi: Booted in 2020 for blatant violations,

Martin &

Taxpayer funded @VOAFars

Does it uphold journalistic integrity under its new
management?

YES 17%
NO 83%

4:29 AM - Feb 25,2026 ®
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@he Washington Post

entocracy [Hes in Darkness

Voice of America is covering
Iran’s protests, but not its best-
known dissident

The U.S. government broadcaster, overseen by Kari Lake, hardly mentions
the name of Reza Pahlavi, the son of Iran's deposed shah. Some critics
accuse it of censorship.

February 25, 2026

Protesters hold plac

ds depicting Reza Pahlavi, the son of lran’s depesed shah, during a march in Paris on

Feb. 1. (Alain Jocard/AFP/Getty Images)

'-'% By Scott Nover

When Sahar Tahvili, a professor at a Swedish university, sat for an
interview with Voice of America’s Persian service on Jan. 9, she
discussed the security concerns for Iranian viewers using Starlink
satellites to circumvent the government’s internet blackouts.
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We should demand an immediate leadership replacement at @VOAfarsi
and restore credible reporting.

Many of its experienced journalists were pushed out and replaced —
turning a publicly funded broadcaster into a propaganda outlet.

American taxpayers fund VOA to provide truthful information, not
palitical manipulation. They should be furious. This is unacceptable.

F Y Martin & @Martin_Sedi - Feb 24

Taxpayer funded @VOAFarsi is a TOTAL DISGRACE under corrupt hacks
@Javanmardi75 Ali Javanmardi & @KariLake Kari Lake !

Poll nukes them: 83% NO to any journalistic integrity (17,380 votes) only 17%
biased people buy their BS. ...
Show more

Martin

5:29 AM - Feb 25, 2026 - 7,695 Views

They don't say much about @PahlaviReza except criticizing his followers, whereas other
media like the satellite TV station @Iranintl_En have recognized that many Iranians both at
home and abroad have united around him. There are also open monarchists like
@TousiTVOfficial .
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(A Translated from Persian Show original

Masoud Zamani, monarchist: “In the first hundred days after the
transition, the security situation is unstable and the first priority must be
to establish security.”

Hossein Ghazian: “The approach of the booklet is wrong.”

And Kamran Matin: “It must be clarified whether this is a revolution or a
coup?”

Rate this translation: 1y &2
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The biggest protests in January were called by Reza Pahlavi, and 250,000 supported him in
Munich during the Security Conference on February 14. His team'’s latest achievement is a
messenger app designed to work even during the Internet blackouts.
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T Shayan News @& &
@ @ShayanNews
NEW — German police reported that at least 250,000 people have
participated in Munich in the largest gathering of the Iranian diaspora in

history, in support of Iran’s exiled Shah & National Leader, Reza Shah
Pahlavi Il (@PahlaviReza), following His Majesty’s call to action.
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& Reza Pahlavi Communications & o -

(A Translated from Persian Show original
Introducing the Fully Secure Messaging App "Zemzemeh" for Maintaining
Communication with Each Other During Internet Outages

The "Zemzemeh" messaging app, designed and developed by a group of
trusted freedom-loving programmers, is currently available only for
Android phones as an APK file, and will soon be available on Google Play
as well.

The more people who install this messaging app, the more effective it
will be during internet outages. Therefore, we recommend installing
Zemzemeh right now and promoting it in all family and friend groups as
well.

Download Link:
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Pahlavi’'s team also has a detailed transition plan including a referendum on the form of
government and free elections, following the expected fall of the regime weakened by US
attacks, while urging the US to try to minimize civilian casualties.
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My dear compatriots,

Decisive moments lie before us.

The assistance that the President of the United States had
promised to the brave people of Iran has now arrived. This
is a humanitarian intervention, and its target is the Islamic
Republic, its apparatus of repression, and Show more
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Reza Pahlavi &
@PahlaviReza

My dear compatriots,
Decisive moments lie before us.

The assistance that the President of the United States had promised to
the brave people of Iran has now arrived. This is a humanitarian
intervention, and its target is the Islamic Republic, its apparatus of
repression, and its machinery of killing—naot the country and great
nation of Iran.

However, despite the arrival of this assistance, the final victory will still
be achieved by us. It is we, the people of Iran, who will finish this taskin
this final battle. The time to return to the streets is approaching.

Now that the Iskamic biic is my 1o the country’s
military, law enforcement, and security forces is clear:

You have sworn an aath ta protect Iran and the lranian nation, not the
Islamic Republic and its leaders. Your duty is to defend the people, not to
defend a regime that has taken our homeland hostage through
repreession and crime, Join the natien and help ensure a stable and
sacure transition. Otherwise, you will sink with Khameneais ship and his
crumbling regime.

And my message to the President of the United States, President Trump,
is this:

The honorable people of iran, despite the brutal repression and killings
carried out by this regime, stood bravely for nearly two months, | now
ask you to exercise the utmost possible caution to preserve the lives of
civilians and my compatriots, The people of Iran are your natural allies
and the allies of the free world, and they will not forget your assistance
during the most difficult peried of Iran’s contemporary history.

And to you, my dear compatriots in lran:

In these sensitive hours and days, more than ever we must remain
focused on our ultimate goal: reclaiming iran.

1 ask you, for now, to remain in your homes and remain calm and safe.
Stay alert and ready to return to the streets for the final action at the
appropriate time, which | will communicate to you.

Follow my messages through soclal media and satellite media. If
disruptions eccur in the internet and satellite broadcasts, | will remainin
cantact with you via radio.

We are very close to final victory. | hope to be with you as seon as
possible so that together we may reclaim lran and rebuild it

Lang live fran.
Reza Pahlavi

@) Reza Pahlavi @ @PahlaviResa - 28 Feb
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£ Rise Iran! National Cooperation Prince Reza Pahlavi Prosperity Project More ~

The Principles and Framework

of Cooperation for Patriot

Parties and Organizations

We seek the overthrow of the Islamic Republic and the establishment of a
national government in Iran, and we believe that achieving this goal requires a
national revolution. We are committed to collaborating with each other to ensure

the victory of the Iranian national revolution.

Iran is an indivisible country, with a single nation known as "the Iranian nation."
Therefore, commitment to preserving the territorial integrity and unity of the
Iranian nation is the foundation of our common understanding and the first non-

negotiable condition for any political cooperation to save Iran.

We are committed to establishing the rule of law in Iran based on secular
democracy, which guarantees and secures the fundamental human rights of all

Iranian citizens.

We are committed to defending the inherent right of the Iranian people to choose

the form of the future government through free, democratic, and fair elections.

Whether the US and allies will do their best to limit civilian casualties or not, there could be a
lot of reports of “American missiles killing civilians” either way. Information about a plan of
the Iranian regime for such a propaganda operation leaked a month ago already.
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tu rkme n.neW32 Important message received

As a member of the IRGC who cannot reveal his identity for security reasons,
| felt it necessary to inform the public of this very important information.

Based on the orders that have been issued, the Islamic Republic intends to
target a large number of residential areas and cities within our country with missiles
and drones in the event of an American attack, and in the very first moments

of the attack.

According to this scenario, immediately after the attacks, images of the victims,
especially women and children, will be published to incite and direct world public opinion

in favor of the Islamic Republic.

One of the reasons for the very limited internet connectivity in recent days is the
preparation of white-line internet infrastructure across the country; internet that is
only available to specific institutions so that they can simultaneously send images and

videos to Arab media and news agencies aligned with the Islamic Republic.

The main goal of this plan is to portray the oppressed internationally and change the atmosphere

of world public opinion, an atmosphere that is currently strongly against Ali Khamenei

and in favor of Donald Trump.

By implementing this plan, Ali Khamenei is pursuing two goals at the same time.

Revenge on the Iranian people and deception of domestic and global public opinion by shedding the

blood of innocent citizens

The plan involves two steps:

Shelling civilians with missiles and drones.

Taking photos and filming the “consequences of the American bombing”. If there aren’t
enough bodies, a few more will be added from the morgue full of corpses of killed
protesters.

13/20


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/HCacYdjXgAANNX1.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/HCacYdjXgAANNX1.jpg

Morgue near Tehran overwhelmed by
bodies amid protest crackdown

Videos, uploaded to social media despite the internet shutdown in Iran, show a
vast number of corpses piled up in the forensic center’s warehouse and lined up
inthe yard. Witnesses corroborated the footage to Le Monde.

By Ghazal Golshiri a

Pul

1 Jant
read

n {Paris), updated on January 13, 2026, at 3:37 pm



https://pbs.twimg.com/media/HCaciWyWoAE0JP5.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/HCaciWyWoAE0JP5.jpg

@

\  Feb. 28, 2026, 6:32 p.m. ET
Stuart & Thompson

False and outdated videos circulated online after the
Iran strikes.

Almost as soon as the United States and Israel launched attacks
against Iran on Saturday, a surge of false and misleading videos
flooded social media platforms.

Many of the videos gaining attention were outdated but real,
depicting earlier conflicts unrelated to the attacks in Iran. Others
are part of a new wave of artificial intelligence-generated fakes
that show lifelike depictions of war. Some users shared realistic-
seeming footage that was actually from video games.

Those videos have circulated online alongside genuine footage
emerging from Iran and other places, making it difficult to know
what was real.

Many of the posts have been viewed millions of times on X, TikTok
and other platforms.

This chaotic information environment has become familiar in
recent years to disinformation watchdogs, who have monitored
such fakery spreading rapidly in the minutes and hours after any
conflict begins. Social media influencers, eager for views that can
translate into ad revenue, have quickly recirculated remarkable
videos that they have found online — long before anyone can
confirm whether they are real.

One post, seen more than 1.6 million times on X, appeared to show
a barrage of fighter jets painted with the Iranian flag emerging at a
rapid clip from a mountainside tunnel. The video was posted days
before the attacks and appeared to have been made by artificial
intelligence tools, according to an analysis by three AL detectors.

Perhaps they’ll even use vatniks like Jackson Hinkle (a big fan of all dictators, including the
late Ayatollah) for that, as he built his whole following on posting photos of destructions by
Assad (whom he supports) and blaming them on Israel. Or maybe Sulaiman Ahmed?
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& Jackson Hinkle 8 £ @jacksonhinklle - Jan 10
* This man FIGHTS for your freedoms!
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Jackson Hinkle 2= & @jacksonhinklle - 22h
% 9 E= You CANNOT BREAK the Palestinian spirit.

72> Readers added context they thought people might want to know

This photo was take in Homs, Syria not in Gaza, by Hassan Ghaedi of a
mother who returned to her destroyed house to take a car toy for her
son. The photo won the Siena International photo Award in 2022.
pixstory.com/story/quanto-v...

ilsottosopra.info/2022/01/06/la-...

The destruction was caused by the Assad regime.

bbc.com/news/world-mid...

en.etilaf.org/press/the-assa...

This form of “false flag” is not really new. Another classic, often also used by Iran’s proxy
terrorists, is the use of human shields, especially children, such as having military bases
near schools or military equipment placed directly in schools.
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This is an elementary school in Shahinshar (Isfahan), where IRGC has
Jlocated its Radar and Missiles launcher

Please share to expose them
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Geographical location of Shajare

Tayyiba Elementary School in Minab

. Organizational complex of the Corps |,

Indeed, among its many atrocities, the Islamic regime has a history of getting children killed
by engaging them in conflict, a war crime. During the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), tens of
thousands of Iranian children were sent to the front to die in assaults or minefields.
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Iran has been basically at war with the US ever since the attack and hostage-taking on the
US embassy, an act of war. While friendly with Israel during the Iran-Irag war, they have since
been self-destructively obsessed with them, from terrorist proxies to nuclear threats.
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MARCHERS SAYS DESTROYING ISRAEL 1S MUSLIM WORLD'S TOP PRIORITY, BUT ALS0 DENOUNCE US, UK,
SAUDIS

Unveiling clock showing
8,411 days left for Israel,
Iranians rage against Jewish
state

Parliament speaker calls Israel ‘mother of terrorism’ as Islamic Republic
parades missiles, rallies in support of Palestinians and against raft of
enemies

By AGENCIES and TOI STAFF A SHARE m
23 June 2017, 11:00 am

A Shahab-3 long range missile, left, and Zolfaghar mis
{Jerusalem) Day in Tehran on June 23, 2017 (AFP Ph

right, are displayed during a rally marking al-Ouds
ringer)

TEHRAN — Iran held major anti-Israel rallies across the country Friday,
with protesters chanting “Death to Israel” and declaring that destroying
the Jewish state is “the Muslim world’s top priority.”

Iranians participating in Quds Day rallies also called for unity among pro-
Palestinian groups against the “child-murdering” Israeli government,
according to Iran’s Tasnim News Agency.
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A

O Some of the American hostages paraded by their militant Iranian captors outside the US
embassy in Tehran in 1979. Photograph: Bettmann/Corbis
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We don't know yet how well, how far the US intervention will go. Hopefully they'll avoid
civilian casualties, raise local support and bring elections, not just Trump’s interests. It also
remains to be seen how far he can go against his dear Putin.
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sy Vatnik Soup & X
N/ @P_Kallioniemi - Follow

In today’s Vatnik Soup, I'll explore how Russia is working
with Iran, and how the recent Israel-US strikes on Iran
could affect the war in Ukraine. Iran has been one of
Russia’s key allies in their genocidal war, but in reality the
partnership is deeply one-sided.
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But it's already clear that a brutal dictator has been eliminated, a key Putin ally weakened.
We can expect less terrorism and less Basiji disinformation as a result. And hopefully an end
of the terrorist regime and of its Shahed drones, including those licensed to Russia.
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People celebrate in the streets after
announcement of Khamenei’s death

st accounts and geolocated by CNN show people in Iran
after the announcement of the death of Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Kham

00 - CNN

Enjoyed this soup? Brandolini’s law: the amount of energy needed to refute vatnik, wumao
and basiji propaganda is an order of magnitude bigger than that needed to produce it. Fact-
based research takes time and effort. Please support our work:
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Fight Disinformation With Us: Support our Work | Vatnik Soup
Vatnik Soup: Your most comprehensive resource on pro-Kremlin disinformation
and propaganda.

https://vatniksoup.com/en/support-our-work/
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