Vatnik Soup en frangais @vatniksoup_fr

Oct 23,2025 - 22 tweets - vatniksoup_fr/status/1981288659581063264

Dans la Soupe Vatnik du jour, nous présentons la « Bourde de Budapest », comment elle fait
suite au Fiasco en Alaska d'il y a deux mois, et les tergiversations de Donald Trump depuis
neuf mois concernant l'aide a I'Ukraine et des sanctions efficaces contre la Russie.
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Il'y a deux mois, Trump a humilié les Etats-Unis en déroulant le tapis rouge pour le dictateur
et criminel de guerre Vladimir Poutine, se comportant comme son valet ou son admirateur,
sans s’approcher de la paix d'un iota.
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Dans la Soupe Vatnik du jour, nous expliquons le fiasco du
sommet Trump-Poutine en Alaska et comment il marque
la culmination de la trahison de Trump envers I'Ukraine.
En guise de pourparlers de paix, un spectacle
embarrassant d’humiliation au service de Poutine.
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Pire, le principal résultat de cette humiliation a été de retarder des sanctions sérieuses
contre la Russie, que le Congrés américain était sur le point d'adopter. De deux semaines en
deux semaines, Trump se dégonfle a chaque ultimatum annoncé, depuis neuf mois
maintenant.
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LATEST NEWS

Bipartisan Russia
Sanctions Bill Gains
Support, Could Reach
Senate Vote Soon

Jul 10, 2028510:57  Updated Jul 11,2025 17:00  (® 3 min read
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Trump warns of ‘severe consequences’
if Putin does not agree to stop war
after summit

.

1of 10| President Donald Trump says there will be “very severe consequences” if Russia doesn't agree to stop the Ukraine war after Friday’s summit with President Viadimir Putin. He said
a pre-summit call with Ukrainian and European leaders was “very friendly.”

BY GEIR MOULSON, SYLVIE CORBET, STEFANIE DAZI0 AND
LORNE COOK

Updated 10:53 PM GMT+3, August 13, 2025 Share &

Dans le dernier épisode, Trump avait promis des missiles Tomahawk, mais a décidé d’en
parler d’abord avec I'envahisseur. Aprés un appel téléphonique de 2 heures, Trump a
annoncé que I'Ukraine n'en recevrait finalement pas, car — surprise ! — cela ne plairait pas a
Poutine.
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Adolf, do you mind if | sell
Churchill some weapons?
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c al WI“ send Tomahawks !
to Ukraine

' I(\E/‘on 't send Tomahawks
N to Ukraine

[JS
Lautre annonce : une rencontre prévue avec lui a... Budapest. Il fallait oser : en 1994, c'est la
que le Royaume-Uni, les Etats-Unis, I'Ukraine et la Russie ont signé le mémorandum de

Budapest, reconnaissant les frontiéres et la souveraineté de I'Ukraine, Crimée comprise.
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pON’T FORGET THE BUDAPEST
MEMORANDUM

e & |

Confirm the following: Budapest Memorandum, 1994

1.  The Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, and the United States of America reaffirm their commitment to
Ukraine, in accordance with the principles of the CSCE Final Act, to respect

the independence and sovereignty and the existing borders of Ukraine.
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"i‘f President of Russia Events

President Vladimir Putin signed a law ratifying
the Treaty between Russia and Ukraine on the Russian-
Ukrainian State Border

2004

April 23,2004 0000

The treaty, signed in Kiev on January 28, 2003, is a framework document determining
the state border between the two countries on land, including rivers and lakes,

and the fundamental approach to the issues connected with the Black and Azov seas
and the Kerch Strait.

The line of the state border has been mapped as a result of the joint work
on the demarcation of the border carried out by the Russian and Ukrainian demarcation

commissions.

The basis of the border is the administrative boundary between the RSFSR
and the Ukrainian SSR at the time of the dissolution of the USSR, which is to be sealed
by corresponding state legal documents.

The description of the passage of the state border and the atlas of the maps of the state
border between the Russian Federation and Ukraine have been made and agreed upon,
and form an inalienable part of the treaty.

Viadimirf@utin interviewed by the German ARD TV channel,
Augu J, 2008
' Uirepsnio renexanany AP/

Foccwa we DyaeT B n3IoNAUMK M3-3a coDbITMKA ‘

spoxovr KOwHoi Ocarun u ABxasum - Murus

Crimea is not a disputed territory.

Sous forte pression américaine, I'Ukraine a, en échange, remis toutes ses armes nucléaires
— alors le troisieme plus grand arsenal du monde — a la Russie, lui permettant ainsi de
I'envahir plus tard et d'exercer son chantage nucléaire sur le monde.
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Russian Nuclear Threats Timeline | Vatnik Soup
Vatnik Soup: Your most comprehensive resource on pro-Kremlin disinformation

and propaganda.

https://vatniksoup.com/en/nuclear-threats/

De nombreuses armes conventionnelles furent également détruites ; les bombardiers
stratégiques furent soit démantelés, soit remis a la Russie. Oui, les mémes que la Russie
utilise aujourd’hui contre les civils ukrainiens, détruits lors de l'audacieuse opération
Spiderweb.
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The U.S.-led campaign to denuclearize Ukraine began in 1992. Having
strained under the yoke of foreign powers for centuries, Kyiv jealously
guarded its nascent independence. Many Russians viewed their neighbor’s
sovereignty as anomalous, and Ukraine’s postcommunist leadership feared
what they might do about it. Mr. Kravchuk had been born in 1934 under one
foreign government, Poland; saw his father die fighting a second, Germany;
and lived decades under communist rule. He was determined not to see his
nation subjugated again. The inherited Soviet arsenal represented a potent
check against future Russian aggression.

Kravchuk’s government therefore harbored apprehensions about
abandoning it. He considered trading this ace for an ironclad territorial
guarantee, something akin to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
Article 5 umbrella. But Secretary of State James Baker balked. He believed
this would result in identical demands from all post-Soviet states. When
Ukraine subsequently resisted committing to disarmament through the
1992 Lisbon Protocol, Mr. Baker put this defiance to an end with a blistering
phone call. “I have never heard one man speak to another in quite that
way,” Jim Timbie, an aide who was with Mr. Baker at the time, said in
describing the secretary’s side of the conversation to Ambassador Thomas
Graham Jr. Mr. Baker required that the signing ceremony the next day
adjourn without speeches from the parties.
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Following U.S. elections that November, Mr. Kravchuk gained an untested
negotiating partner but not new leverage. Bill Clinton’s administration
proved even less amenable to his concerns. As archival documents show, a
new cadre of officials approached the issue with a heightened sense of
certainty—and urgency. “Ukraine could not keep nuclear weapons,” Steven
Pifer, a State Department official who later served as ambassador to
Ukraine (1998-2000), recalled in 2018. “No one in the U.S. government
questioned” this objective. A sign in the Office of New Independent States
fashioned a Clintonian mantra to match the prevailing view: “It’s the nukes,
stupid.”

The full-court press began on the president’s sixth day in office.
Teleconference transcripts reveal Mr. Clinton neither waited for the full-
scale review of disarmament policy the General Accounting Office
recommended in 1993 nor for Ambassador Strobe Talbott’s comprehensive
appraisal of existing policies toward post-Soviet states before dialing up
the pressure on Kyiv. On his first call with Mr. Kravchuk in office, on Jan. 26,
1993, Mr. Clinton offered $175 million—which grew to $700 million by 1994
—in exchange for dismantlement of Ukraine’s nuclear arsenal. He also
proposed “strong security assurances” from the U.S. to assuage Mr.
Kravchuk’s security fears.

The final nuclear warheads were handed over to Russia by July 1996. The US paid Ukraine
around half a billion dollars to aid the effort.

After the Soviet collapse, Ukraine also inherited approximately 102 strategic bombers: 23
Tu-95MS, 19 Tu-160, and more than 60 Tu-22M3. But when it agreed to give up nuclear
weapons, it also agreed to scrap or dismantle the majority of these bombers.

The rest of the bombers were eventually turned over to Russia because Ukraine faced
challenges in maintaining and operating these strategic bombers due to economic
constraints, a lack of spare parts, and geopolitical pressures.
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After a stopover in London, the senators returned to Washington and declared that
the U.S. should devote funds to speed up the destruction of more than 400,000 small
arms, 1,000 anti-aircraft missiles, and more than 15,000 tons of ammunition.

SCROLL DOWN FOR VIDEO

View gallery

Then-Senator Barack Obama inspected decommissioned artillery shells in a warehouse in
Donetsk, Ukraine, and argued that Congress should allocate money to speed up the
destruction of thousands of tons more

L’Alaska était un excellent choix — pour Moscou : cet Etat fédéré américain appartenait
autrefois & 'Empire russe, avant d'étre vendu aux Etats-Unis. Les Russes diffusent depuis de
la désinformation a ce sujet a leurs enfants et révent d’un retour de I'Alaska sous leur
joug.8/22
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Painting by Russian artist Sergei Mironenko, "Alaska is Ours," 2014, wood, decal, varnish. (Open
source)

Russian propaganda has come up with the false narrative that Alaska was not sold but
leased for 99 years, although there is no evidence to back this up. According to the myth,
the Soviet Union decided not to take the peninsula back in 1966.

Another myth circulated in Russia is that the country never received the gold for Alaska,

as it allegedly sank in a sea storm while being transported by ship.
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Alaska is ours again!

Budapest, souvenir du Mémorandum mis a part, est aussi un excellent choix — pour Poutine
et Orbdn. La Maison-Blanche a refusé de dire de qui venait I'idée.

Poutine a une fois encore gagné du temps pour continuer a bombarder I'Ukraine, sans rien
céder, et méme y gagner.
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@ Donald J. Trump &2 ©

@realDonaldTrump

| have just concluded my telephone conversation with President
Vladimir Putin, of Russia, and it was a very productive one.
President Putin congratulated me and the United States on the
Great Accomplishment of Peace in the Middle East, something
that, he said, has been dreamed of for centuries. | actually
believe that the Success in the Middle East will help in our
negotiation in attaining an end to the War with Russia/Ukraine.
President Putin thanked the First Lady, Melania, for her
involvement with children. He was very appreciative, and said
that this will continue. We also spent a great deal of time talking
about Trade between Russia and the United States when the
War with Ukraine is over. At the conclusion of the call, we agreed
that there will be a meeting of our High Level Advisors, next
week. The United States’ initial meetings will be led by Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, together with various other people, to be
designated. A meeting location is to be determined. President
Putin and | will then meet in an agreed upon location, Budapest,
Hungary, to see if we can bring this “inglorious” War, between
Russia and Ukraine, to an end. President Zelenskyy and | will be
meeting tomorrow, in the Oval Office, where we will discuss my
conversation with President Putin, and much more. | believe
great progress was made with today’s telephone conversation.
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‘Your Mom’: Trump White House Goes Back
to Middle School With Response to
Question on Putin Summit

Isaac Schorr  Oct 17th, 2025, 3:32 pm

345 comments

President Donald Trump speaks to the media as he leaves the White House, Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in Washington, as White House press secretary
Karaline Leavitt, looks on. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)

White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt and communications director Steven
Cheung dove back into the middle school well to respond to a question from HuffPost on
Friday.

After President Donald Trump announced on Thursday that he would meet with Russian
dictator Vladimir Putin in Budapest, HuffPost reached out to ask who had suggested
Budapest.

Leavitt replied, “Your mom did,” while Cheung kept it shorter, writing back only, “Your

»

momn.

Depuis des années, le Kremlin teste les limites de I'UE et de I'Otan : invasion d’'un pays
européen, guerre hybride contre I'Union elle-méme, violations répétées de I'espace aérien de
I'Otan... Attaques de plus en plus agressives, suscitant a chaque fois bien peu de
réactions.10/22
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Mapping Putin’s

covert war
in Europe
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Reported Russia-linked hybrid attacks in 2024

Finland

Russia releases plans
threatening to redraw
sea borders with Finland
and Baltic states

RUSSIA
. A Lithuania
g:;ida&id;’:‘a Attack on a Russian Baltic states
ol ition figure i i i
warehouse containing s g & GPS signal jamming
Ukraine aid o
Germany Latvia
Planned arson attacks o
and explosions foiled e cﬁp e
by authoriti
EU border with Belarus
Russia and Belarus
France accused of weaponizing
Cyberattacks against immigration
several government
departments.

Moldova
Russia-sponsored
anti-government protests
Czech Republic and election meddling

A failed arson attack
targeting a bus depot

Suspected bomb-maker
arrested.

Poland

Suspect arrested over a plot to

’ assassinate Ukrainian President
Zelensky and for spying on

a key military aid hub.

Arson attack on a mall in Warsaw.

shot dead

Sources: UK Counter Terrorism Policing, Institute for the Study of War, German police, Estonia's Foreign Ministry, French Prime
Minister office, French National Anti-Terrorism Prosecutor's Office, Czech government, US State Department, Polish government,
Museum of Occupation in Riga, CNN reporting

Graphic: Rachel Wilson, CNN
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NATO intercepts three Russian jets over
Estonia’s airspace

UPDATED SEP 24, 2025

By @ Sophie Tanno

Estonia’s Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna, pictured in May, said Friday's violation was
"unprecedentedly brazen." (Ozan Kose/AFF/Getty Immages)

B ¢ X 6

NATO intercepted three Russian jets that violated Estonia’s airspace on

Friday, the country’s foreign ministry and an alliance spokesperson said.

Three Russian MiG-31 fighter jets entered Estonian airspace over the Gulf of
Finland without permission and remained there for a total of 12 minutes,
the Estonian foreign ministry said.
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Poland says it shot down Russian
drones after airspace violation

10 September 2025 Share <% Save [

Adam Easton in Warsaw and Jaroslav Lukiv

Poland closest to open conflict since World War Two, warns PM

At least three Russian drones were shot down by Polish and other Nato aircraft in
Poland's airspace during overnight attacks on Ukraine, the Polish prime minister has
said.

Donald Tusk said Poland had recorded 19 drone incursions, with some flying deep
enough to temporarily close four airports, including Warsaw's main hub Chopin.

En atterrissant a Budapest, Poutine continuerait de tester jusqu’ou il peut aller dans ses
affronts au droit international. Malgré la notification de son retrait, la Hongrie reste tenue par
le Statut de Rome a l'arréter pour ses enlévements génocidaires d'enfants ukrainiens.11/22
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ICC refers Hungary to
oversight body for not
arresting Netanyahu during
state visit

As Israeli leader visited in April, Hungarian PM Orban called Budapest's
commitment to International Criminal Court ‘half-hearted, and began the
process of leaving it

o
25 July 2025, 2:36 pm

\

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — A panel of judges at the International
Criminal Court has reported Hungary to the court’s oversight organization
for failing to arrest Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu when he visited
Budapest in April, stating that the move undercut the court’s ability to
bring suspects to justice.

The Israeli leader received a red carpet welcome from Hungarian Prime

Minister Viktor Orban during a state visit, in defiance of an ICC arrest
warrant. Netanyahu and former defense minister Yoav Gallant are accused
of crimes against humanity in connection with the war in Gaza.
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Press Release: 24 October 2024

Ukraine situation: ICC Pre-Trial Chamber Il finds that
Mongolia failed to cooperate in the arrest and
surrender of Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and refers
the matter to the Assembly of States Parties

Pénale
Internationale

E——————

International
Criminal
Court

Today, 24 October 2024, Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court (“ICC” or “the Court”) found
that, by failing to arrest Mr Putin while he was on its territory and surrender him to the Court, Mongolia has
failed to comply with the Court’s request to cooperate in this regard contrary to the provisions of the Rome
Statute (“Statute”), thereby preventing the Court from exercising its functions and powers within the meaning
of article 87(7) of the Statute. In view of the seriousness of Mongolia’s failure to cooperate with the Court, the
Chamber deemed it necessary to refer the matter to the Assembly of States Parties.

The Chamber reaffirmed that personal immunity, including that of Heads of State, is not opposable before the
ICC, and no waiver is required. States Parties and those accepting the Court's jurisdiction are duty-bound to
arrest and surrender individuals subject to ICC warrants, regardless of official position or nationality. The
Chamber highlighted that the ICC operates independently of State involvement, addressing serious
international crimes. Under Article 86 of the Rome Statute, all States Parties must fully cooperate with the
Court to support its mandate. The Chamber further recalled that the Court performs functions that align with
the general interests of the international community by exercising jurisdiction over the most serious
international crimes, which include grave breaches of fundamental norms of international law.

Finding under article 87(7) of the Rome Statute on the non-compliance by Mongolia with the

request by the Court to cooperate in the arrest and surrender of Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin
and referral to the Assembly of States Parties
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Home - Nsws - Situation In Ukraine: ICC Judges Issus Amest Warrants Against Viadimir Viadimirovich Putin and Maria Alskseyevna Lvova-Balova

Press Release: 17 March 2023 | ¥epainchka moa  Pycckmit

Situation in Ukraine: ICC judges issue arrest warrants against Vladimir
Vliadimirovich Putin and Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova

Today, 17 March 2023, Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court (*ICC” or “the Court”) issued warrants of arrest for two individuals in the
context of the situation in Ukraine: Mr Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and Ms Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova.

Mr Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, born on 7 October 1952, President of the Russian Federation, is allegedly responsible for the war crime of unlawful
deportation of population (children) and that of unlawful transfer of population (children) from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation (under
articles 8(2)(a)(vii) and 8(2)(b)(viii) of the Rome Statute). The crimes were allegedly committed in Ukrainian occupied territory at least from 24 February 2022,
There are reasonable grounds to believe that Mr Putin bears individual criminal responsibility for the afor ioned crimes, (i) for having committed the acts
directly, jointly with others and/or through others (article 25(3)(a) of the Rome Statute), and (ii) for his failure to exercise control properly over civilian and
military subordinates who committed the acts, or allowed for their commission, and who were under his effective authority and control, pursuant to superior
responsibility (article 28(b) of the Rome Statute).
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Welcome to the United Nations

Definition

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide

Article Il

n the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such:

1. Killing members of the group;
2. Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

3. Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

4. Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

5. Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Poutine aurait déja di étre arrété en Mongolie, mais il s'agit d'une guerre sur le sol
européen : la Hongrie étant membre de I'UE, la provocation serait pire. LUE n'a d'ailleurs ni
été consultée ni invitée. Une Europe affaiblie et divisée : tout a I'avantage du Kremlin.
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WORLD NEWS

Orban celebrates Hungary as ‘the only
place in Europe’ where a Trump-Putin
meeting can be held

President Donald Trump greets Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a summit to support ending the more than two-year Israel-Hamas war in Gaza after a breakthrough ceasefire deal, Monday, Oct. 13, 2025, in
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)
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Putin's Budapest visit makes awkward
spectacle for EU, NATO

By Gergely Szakacs and Lili Bayer
October 17, 2025 5:48 PM GMT+3 - Updated October 17, 2025 D ‘ { Aa ‘ ‘ <:

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during a plenary session of the Russian Energy Week forum at the Moscow Manege in Moscow,
Russia, Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. Alexander Zemlianichenko/Pool via REUTERS Purchase Licensing Rights K
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Hungary's PM Orban slams EU and pledges crackdown on foreign
influence

Copyright MTI/Miniszterelnoki Sajtdiroda/Fischer Zoltdn

By euronews

Published on 15/03/2025 - 19:00 GMT+1 » Updated 16/03/2025 - 1:08 GMT+1

"There is always an empire that is trying to take away the freedom of the Hungarians, and right
now it is the one in Brussels," Viktor Orban said in a speech on Saturday.

Hungary's prime minister on Saturday vowed to rid his country of those he claims work for the interests of
foreign powers, saying his right-wing government will eliminate a global “shadow army” serving the European
Union and a “liberal American empire”,

In a public address, which coincided with a national holiday commemorating Hungary’s 1848 revolution
against Habsburg rule, Viktor Orban told a group of several thousand supporters that Hungary in the coming
weeks will uproot media outlets and other organisations that have received funding from abroad.

“After today’s festive gathering comes the Easter cleaning. The bugs have overwintered," Orban said. “We will
dismantle the financial machine that has used corrupt dollars to buy politicians, judges, journalists, pseudo-
NGOs and political activists. We will eliminate the entire shadow army.”

Orban, in power since 2010, has used the 15 March celebration in recent years as a podium from which to
launch increasingly hostile words against the EU.
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Which route will Putin’s plane take
to fly to Budapest for meeting with
Trump?

Rappelons que la Russie a déclenché cette guerre en 2014, lorsque les Ukrainiens ont
protesté contre lanoukovitch parce qu'ils voulaient appartenir a I'Europe et a I'UE, au lieu
d'étre soumis a Moscou, opprimés et appauvris, comme la Biélorussie.
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Dans la Soupe Vatnik d'aujourd’hui, nous présentons un
ex-politicien et président ukrainien, Viktor lanoukovitch. Il
est surtout connu pour avoir vendu son pays a la Russie,
tenté d'en faire un Etat autoritaire, puis fui @ Moscou
lorsque son plan a échoué.
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Gleb Garanich (Reuters),

o support European integration in centrz n November 21, 2

Pour Orban, autocrate corrompu qui ruine la Hongrie dans la tradition de lanoukovitch,
accueillir cette rencontre est censé renforcer sa popularité avant des élections difficiles.
Qu’'Orban et Poutine s'entraident parait tout a fait logique.
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Once more, Hungary takes last place in the EU on
Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions
Index

HOME / NEWS / ONCE MORE, HUNGARY TAKES LAST PLACE IN THE EU ON TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL'S CORRUPTION
PERCEPTIONS INDEX

i 5 HUNGARY
n | Rank Score

February 11, 2025

-

For the third year in a row, Hungary retained its ranking as the European Union’s (EU) most corrupt country in
the 2024 edition of the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), published today by the Berlin-based Secretariat of
Transparency International (TI). The CPI, which is compiled every year by the international anti-corruption
organisation, also shows that Hungary’s ranking on an international scale of 180 countries fell by six places to
the 82nd within a year. In the absence of sufficient measures to restore the rule of law and to weed out
systemic corruption in Hungary, the country irrevocably lost 1.04 billion euros worth of EU cohesion policy
funding in 2024, and more losses are to be expected in the coming years, according to Tl Hungary’s country
report released in Budapest on 11 February.


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihKZXgAAGwfB.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihKZXgAAGwfB.jpg

Orban’s Hungary Is Now Officially The
Poorest Nation In The EU

19 June 2025 at 09:46

Hungarians call on the EU to act against their government'’s violations of European values, late May 2025

Hungary now ranks last among European Union member states in a vital measure of household welfare—Actual
Individual Consumption (AIC) per capita—according to June 18, 2025 data from Eurostat. At just 72% of the EU
average, Hungary trails all 26 other countries in terms of what families actually consume, including public services
like healthcare and education.

In stark contrast, Luxembourg leads the bloc with 141%, while the Netherlands and Germany stand at 120% and 118%,
respectively. Even Poland, a Central European peer, comes in at a much healthier 85% of the EU average, dramatically
outpacing Hungary in real living standards by about 13 percentage points.

This glaring gap grows more compelling when set against GDP per capita. Although Hungary's GDP reaches roughly
77% of the EU average, lifting it above several low-income EU nations, its households nonetheless remain poorer in
consumption terms. This discrepancy highlights the fact that economic output isn’t translating into real benefits for
Hungarian families.

Behind the numbers lies a painful reality: under Viktor Orbén’s increasingly authoritarian and pro-Russian Fidesz
Wl Ty M STV TR o e Ta Y Y o= BV I E VT VAT ETe [le M S tate-owned industries have been hollowed out, public subsidies
redirected to political allies, and EU funds commandeered by power networks close to the government. Meanwhile,
ordinary Hungarians contend with low real wages, high inflation, brain drain, and a hollowed middle class—classic
symptoms of wealth siphoning from citizens into elite pockets.

Adding insult to injury, a new Median poll published June 18 by HVG shows the opposition Tisza party—led by former
Orbén insider Péter Magyar—leading Fidesz by 15 points among decided voters: 51% to 36%. Support among
under-40s is even stronger, with 58% backing Tisza, while Fidesz remains stuck with older voters. Three months ago,
Tisza's lead was only nine points.

The political earthquake traced by the polling data is significant not just for internal politics but geopolitically:

Hungary has long been the most vocal Kremlin ally within the EU and NATO, repeatedly vetoing Ukraine

support and echoing Russian propaganda.

Now, as public support collapses, so does a key pillar of Putin’s influence inside European institutions.

Fidesz's plunge in support coincides with the broader economic malaise. GDP growth has stalled, inflation remains
among the EU’s highest, and U.S. tariffs threaten exports—yet the government continues to trumpet superficial gains
even as households feel none of the benefits.

Hungarians now consume far less than citizens of Poland—a country Orban used to cite as a benchmark—yet boast a
higher GDP. This divergence suggests that Hungary isn't just slipping behind; it is being held back by design.

Eurostat'’s figures, paired with HVG's poll, deliver a potent message: Orban’s model—steady macroeconomic figures
coupled with authoritarian control and favoritism—has failed. Real wages are stagnant, household living standards
deteriorating, and Hungarian voters are increasingly turning away from the regime.

Absent fundamental reforms—transparent allocation of EU funds, stronger rule of law, wage increases, anti-corruption
enforcement—Hungary's slide looks set to continue. The poll signals not just a possible political turnover in 2026, but
a decisive shift away from a pro-Russian, kleptocratic governance model.


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihNkW0AA15t0.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihNkW0AA15t0.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihNsWIAABtbl.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/G37ihNsWIAABtbl.jpg

POLITICS

Hungary vows safe passage for Putin
for US-Russia summit

Orban is Trump's and Putin's closest ally in the EU, and a staunch critic of Western
support for Kyiv

CJ AFP

(Photo by Sefa Karacan/Anadolu via Getty Images)

Hungary's foreign minister said on Friday that his country would ensure that Russian President
Vladimir Putin can enter and “hold successful talks” with the US despite an ICC arrest warrant
against him.

Il est plus surprenant que I'entourage « MAGA » de Trump soit, lui aussi, séduit par le modéle
de gouvernance autoritarisme-corruption-pauvreté. Mais il est en réalité relié a Orban a
travers la famille Carlson, le think tank Heritage et la CPAC.
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s PM Viktor Orban's asset declaration shows €14,000 in the bank with
his wife, 50% of his home, and a house in his hometown. Meanwhile, his

father's "mini-Versailles" mansion—undeclared, of course—cost €30
million to rebuild.

Does Hungary have the EU’s most corrupt leadership?
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Hungarian
Conservative

CURRENT

Heritage Foundation and Danube Institute Sign
Landmark Cooperation Agreement

As part of the new cooperation agreement hetween the two institutions, each year
four researchers from the Heritage Foundation will visit Budapest and work with
the Danube Institute as visiting researchers.

Lili Zemplényi — 16.03.2023
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In the years since, Orbdn has become an astute practitioner of the
authoritarian playbook. He centralized power, changed elections laws in
his favor, assembled his own clique of oligarchs, promoted white
Christian nationalism, passed anti-LGBTQ legislation, curtailed freedom
of the press, cracked down on dissent, and drew closer to Putin.

He also began to raise his profile in the West with the help of Fox News
host Tucker Carlson. Now one of Orbdn’s most fervent fanboys, Carlson
already had family ties to the Hungarian leader through his father,
Richard Carlson, whose lobbying firm, Policy Impact Strategic
Communications, is a registered lobbyist for Orban. According to The
New York Times, in 2019, the firm introduced Tucker to the Hungarian
ambassador, set up an interview on Carlson’s show that year with
Hungary’s minister of foreign affairs and trade, and otherwise helped Fox

News orchestrate meetings and interviews with relevant Hungarian
officials.

Then, last August, Carlson spent a full week broadcasting his nightly Fox
News show from Budapest, replete with fawning interviews with Orban
and gushing voice-overs about how Hungary was a “small country with a
lot of lessons for the rest of us.”

Earlier this year, Carlson went even further, releasing a “documentary”
called Hungary vs. Soros: Fight for Civilization, which portrays the
country as a rightist utopia that has conquered illegal immigration
thanks to its supposedly impenetrable border fence. Not one to shy away
from antisemitism, Carlson depicts Soros as a villainous Jewish financier
pulling the strings of the world leaders, directing a global conspiracy to
keep borders open, and serving the interests of leftist ideologues through
his support of civil society groups. “It’s appalling to see Tucker Carlson
and FOX invoke the kind of anti-Semitic tropes typically found in white
supremacist media,” tweeted Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-
Defamation League. “There’s no excuse for this kind of fear mongering,
especially in light of intensifying #antisemitism.”
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Republicans to meet allies of Hungary's
Viktor Orban on ending Ukraine aid

Hungarian appearance at two-day event part of Orban’s
transatlantic attempt to bolster Russia’s war

© Viktor Orbén at the Chancellery in Berlin before a meeting with EU leaders, on 13 November
2023. Photograph: Tobias Schwarz/AFP/Getty Images

Allies of Hungary’s far-right prime minister Viktor Orban will hold a closed-
door meeting with Republicans in Washington to push for an end to US
military support for Ukraine, the Guardian has learned.

Members of the Hungarian Institute of International Affairs and staff from
the Hungarian embassy in Washington will on Monday begin a two-day event
hosted by the conservative Heritage Foundation thinktank.

The first day includes panel speeches about the Ukraine war as well as topics
such as Transatlantic Culture Wars. It is expected to feature guests including
Magor Ernyei, the international director of the Centre for Fundamental
Rights, the institute that organized CPAC (Conservative Political Action
Conference) Hungary. Kelley Currie, a former ambassador under then
president Donald Trump, said she was invited “but declined”.

Aprés son appel avec le dictateur russe, Trump a rencontré Zelensky, accompagné de son
« ministre de la Guerre » Pete Hegseth, qui portait... une cravate « drapeau russe ». Son
ministere avait déja posté des drapeaux russes lors de la Journée du drapeau américain.
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Pentagon chief wears tie in Russian
flag colors to Trump-Zelensky
meeting

Pete Hegseth was seated to Donald Trump’s left

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth
© REUTERS/Janathan Ernst

WASHINGTON, October 17. [TASS/. US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth drew
attention with an unexpected fashion choice at the meeting between US
President Donald Trump and Vladimir Zelensky - a tie in the colors of the
Russian tricolor.
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Ny Department of War 2= & @DeptofWar - Jun 14 & B
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Let us honor the emblem of our nation and the stars and stripes that unite
us all. As we display our nations flag and reflect on the values it represents,
let’s celebrate the freedom, courage and resilience that makes our country
great.
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PRESS STATEMENT

MARCO RUBIO, SECRETARY OF STATE

S

JUNE 12, 2025

On behalf of the American people, | want
to congratulate the Russian people on

Russia Day.
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Also,there is something l didn’t realize about Hegseth

On ne sait méme pas ce que Trump espere que I'Ukraine accepte : céder des territoires clés
a la Russie ? Un cessez-le-feu ? Mais c’est bien Poutine qui refuse : c’est lui qui a déclenché
cette guerre et qui espére encore atteindre ses objectifs génocidaires.
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Trump and Putin hold phone call but
Kremlin refuses Ukraine ceasefire

Trump describes call as ‘excellent, despite Putin's lack of
support for ceasefire that US said was primary objective

0 Beyond Trump's optimistic rhetoric, no breakthrough appears in sight. Composite: EPA

Pjotr Sauer
Tue 20 May 2025 00.33 CEST

< Share

Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump have held a rare phone call, which the US
leader described as “excellent”, but the Kremlin refused to agree to a
ceasefire in the war with Ukraine, despite pressure from Washington and
European allies.
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Trump tells Ukraine:
Accept Putin’s demands ‘or
be destroyed’

US president, shouting and swearing, pressures
Zelensky to surrender the Donetsk region

[J 26003 & Giftthisarticlefree (T

An angry Donald Trump is said to have thrown aside Ukrainian battlefield maps and pressured Volodymyr Zelensky to give up territory

Memphis Barker Senior Foreign Gorrespondent. Kieran Kelly

19 October 2025 9:01pm BST

Donald Trump demanded that Ukraine submit to Vladimir Putin’s peace
terms or face destruction in an angry meeting at the White House last
week, it has emerged.

The US president, who spoke with his Russian counterpart shortly
before hosting Volodymyr Zelensky, warned that Putin would “destroy”
Ukraine unless a peace deal was in place.
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Trump said in Alaska he and Putin had agreed on most
points. It is particularly shocking that he did not appear to
push back on the most important, Putin’s territorial demand,
which Zelenskyy, with European support, has said is an
absolute red line. Abandoning territory Ukrainians have
spilled much blood over 11 years to defend is politically
indefensible and militarily suicidal. It would mean
relinquishing the belt of towns and fortifications as well as
rivers and ridge lines that have enabled Ukraine to resist
Russia’s advances and help protect the rest of the country.
Giving up this land would plunge Ukraine into political
turmoil and leave it badly exposed to further Russian

aggression.

s The White House & X.com
LR @\WhiteHouse

"Thousands of people being slaughtered each and
every week — NO MORE, GO HOME TO YOUR
FAMILIES IN PEACE!" - President Donald J. Trump

ﬂ:‘ Donald J. Trump £ ©

@realDonaldTrump

The meeting with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine was
very interesting, and cordial, but | told him, as | likewise strongly
suggested to President Putin, that it is time to stop the killing, and
make a DEAL! Enough blood has been shed, with property lines
being defined by War and Guts. They should stop where they are.
Let both claim Victory, let History decide! No more shooting, no
more Death, no more vast and unsustainable sums of money
spent. This is a War that would have never started if | were
President. Thousands of people being slaughtered each and every
week — NO MORE, GO HOME TO YOUR FAMILIES IN PEACE!
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Méme avec un cessez-le-feu, les atrocités se poursuivraient sous l'occupation, et la guerre
reprendrait une fois la Russie réarmée. Lorsqu’un camp est déterminé a massacrer et
asservir l'autre, il n'y a guere de place pour la négociation en dehors du champ de bataille
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Putin's goal remains the complete
surrender of Ukraine — US intelligence

Moscow is not making peace proposals, but issuing ultimatums,
according to a member of the US Senate Intelligence Committee

W Mariia Spaliek
News editor at LIGA.net

AUGUST 15,
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We really do need all of Ukraine.
Really all of Ukraine.

Ay

Video: Russian Media

» 0:00/0:49
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RUSSIAN
DISINFO

Guys, let me tell you, guys

» 0:00/0:38

Et de fait : tandis que Zelensky s'est dit prét a se joindre aux discussions, la partie russe a
déja fait savoir qu'elle ne comptait rien céder. Trump se plie en quatre pour les aider, pendant

que les Russes se moquent ouvertement de lui.
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Zelensky ready to join Trump-Putin
talks after 'frank’' White House meeting

16 hours ago

John Sudworth in Kyiv, and Maia Davies

o
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1

Watch: ‘Let it be cut the way it is,' says Trump on Donbas region

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has said he would be ready to join Donald
Trump and Vladimir Putin at a proposed summit in Hungary if he were invited.

Trump’s hope for quick second summit with Putin
may be stalled as pre-meeting tabled for now

THR AGO ™~

By eKrlsmn Holmes , a Jennifer Hansler

ceremony prior to the 1

Anchorage, Alaska, on Augus

President Donald Trump’s hopes for a quick meeting with Russian

President Vladimir Putin may be stalled after sources familiar with the
matter told CNN that an expected pre-meeting between the world leaders’

key foreign affairs aides this week had been tabled, at least for now.
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Rubio and Lavrov on Monday had a phone call and discussed “next steps” to
follow up on the call between their two presidents last week about a possible
end to the conflict in Ukraine, according to a brief US State Department
readout of the call. Rubio “emphasized the importance of upcoming
engagements as an opportunity for Moscow and Washington to collaborate
on advancing a durable resolution of the Russia-Ukraine war, in line with

President Trump's vision,” according to the readout.

The Kremlin, meanwhile, described the call as a “constructive discussion”
that dealt with “possible concrete steps to implement the understandings”

Trump and Putin reached on the call.

A source familiar with the matter told CNN, though, that officials felt after
the Rubio-Lavrov call that the Russian position has not evolved enough
beyond its maximalist stance. For now, the source said, Rubio is not likely to
recommend the Putin-Trump meeting move forward next week, but Rubio

and Lavrov could speak again this week.
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» 0:00/0:52

Solovyov: When you truly strepgthen

Poussé le bouchon trop loin ? Aux dernieres nouvelles, le sommet semble reporté ou annulé,
Trump sanctionnant — enfin — la Russie. Mais c’est peu et tard, et Trump pourrait a nouveau
se laisser manipuler, au lieu d'augmenter la pression jusqu’au retrait des troupes
russes.20/22
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Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin cancel Budapest
summit over Ukraine

White House announces two leaders have ‘no plans’ to meet to discuss ways to
end the war

‘Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump at their meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, in August © Andrew
Caballero Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images

Amy Mackinnon in Washington

Published 0CT 212025 | Updated OCT 212025, 21:17 o R =

A summit between Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin to end the war
in Ukraine has been cancelled, the White House confirmed on

Tuesday.
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US sanctions Russia’s two largest oil
companies and calls on Moscow to agree to
immediate ceasefire

UPDATED 6 HR AGO

By ) Jennifer Hanster, § kit Maner, € aitian Coliins

President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the
White House, Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025, in Washington. (Alex Brandon/AP)

The Trump administration on Wednesday imposed sanctions on Russia’s two
largest oil companies as it called on Moscow to agree to an immediate
ceasefire in the war with Ukraine.

President Donald Trump had for weeks signaled he could impose penalties
against Russia for its continuation of the war but had failed to take major
punitive measures until Wednesday. The announcement came as Trump said
he had “canceled” an anticipated meeting with Putin because he “didn’t feel

like we were going to get to the place we have to get.”

En conclusion, rien de bon n'est a attendre de Budapest. Si Trump voulait vraiment faire plier
Poutine, il aurait pu le faire par téléphone — avant méme de (re-)devenir président, comme
promis a plus de 50 reprises.
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Fact check: It wasn’t ‘in jest.’ Here are 53
times Trump said he’d end Ukraine war
within 24 hours or before taking office

By Daniel Dale, CNN
® 16 min read - Published 5:07 PM EDT, Fri April 25, 2025

Former President Donald Trump speaks to supporters during a political rally while campaigning for the
GOP nomination in the 2024 election at Erie Insurance Arena on July 29, 2023 in Erie, Pennsylvania. Jeff

Swensen/Getty Images

Washington (CNN) — He wasn't joking.

When President Donald Trump was reminded in an interview with Time magazine this week
that he had said he would end the Russian war on Ukraine on “day one,” he claimed he

hadn’t been speaking literally or seriously.
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Au lieu de cela, Trump n'a apporté qu'un cycle sans fin de paroles creuses, de promesses
brisées, de délais reportés, et d'ultimatums sans suite.

Et la guerre continue.
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