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In today's #vatnik soup I'll be talking about sport and politics.
With the upcoming 2024 Olympic Games in Paris, there's been
a lot of debate on whether Russia and Belarus should be able
to compete or not. In this soup I'll explain why they - in my
opinion - shouldn't.
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Putin himself has said already back in 2018 that "Russia's committed to principle of ‘politics
and sports don’t mix™". Of course we all know that in case of Russia this statement is bullshit,

as sports has been used as a propaganda tool since forever.
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RUSSIAN NEWS AGENCY
Tass

13 JUN 2018, 12:25

Putin says Russia committed to
principle of ‘politics and sports don’t
mix’

Speaking about the importance of the World Cup, Putin said that
several generations of Russian fans had been dreaming of this

WEE MAPIRGE PEVDPL:) Z0THHG! GbiT LN

FIFA

Banning of countries from Olympics is not a new thing, and it - in addition to boycotts - has
been applied on many occasions throughout the 21st century. For example, 1920 Games in
Antwerp banned Austria, Bulgaria, Tiirkiye, Hungary & Germany due to their involvement in
WWIL
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1948 London Games banned Germany and Japan due to their involvement in WWa.
Between 1972-1988, South Africa was banned due to their apartheid regime. The ban on
South Africa was maintained due to worldwide pressure.
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And then we have Russia, a country that had many of its athletes banned from participating
in 2016 Olympics in Rio due to their state-sponsored doping program. For this reason,
Russian athletes also couldn't compete under their own name and flag in 2018 PyeongChang
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...0Olympics, 2020 Tokyo Olympics or in 2022 Beijing Olympics.
A 2015 report by WADA described widespread doping cover-ups with the inclusion of FSB,

Russia's Federal Security Service. In Nov, 2015, Russia was banned from world track and
field events and suspended RUSADA.
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Ewada

| 18JUL 2016

WADA Statement:
Independent
Investigation
confirms Russian
State manipulation of
the doping control
process

Two former directors of RUSADA, Vyacheslav Sinev and Nikita Kamaev, died under
suspicious circumstances, as is tradition in Russia. Kamaev had recently approached a
British newspaper, planning to publish a book on systematic doping in Russia since 1987.
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Russia anti-doping ex-chief Nikita
Kamaev dies

@© 15 February 2016

‘ Kamaev had resigned his post only two months earlier

The former head of Russia's anti-doping agency Rusada has died, the
organisation says.

Nikita Kamaev's death comes two months after he resigned his post following
a doping scandal in Russian athletics.

Rusada said the cause of death was "a massive heart attack".
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Grigory Rodchenkov, who WADA described as the person who's "the heart of Russian
doping", fled to the US and shared his story with filmmaker Bryan Fogel who then made the

award-winning documentary, Icarus, on the subject.
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WADA report by Richard McLaren in 2016 showed that Russia's state-run doping program
ran on wide range of sports from weightlifting to snowboarding. The report concluded that at

it had detected 643 positive samples, but this number is generally considered "only a

minimum".
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Russia was thus banned until the end of 2022 from participating as a country, but
individuals could still join competitions as independent athletes. But even these bans haven't
stopped Putin doing politics through sports.
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In May, 2022, after Russian 15-year old figure skater Kamila Valieva won team gold medal in
Beijing 2022, Putin held a press conference where she awarded Valieva with an "Order of

Friendship" medal and sang her a song.
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Valieva had previously tested positive for banned substance, trimetazidine, and her gold
medal was still pending due to investigations. RUSADA cleared her in Jan, 2023.

Russians have been, and are still competing internationally in various sports.
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Kamila Valieva: Russia clears figure skater over
doping case

(@ 13 January 2023 | Winter Sports

Kamila Valieva dropped from first place to fourth and out of the medals in the women’s singles

Teenage figure skater Kamila Valieva bore "no fault or negligence” for a positive doping test,
the Russian Anti-Doping Agency (Rusada) has found.

She will not face any sanctions except the disqualification of her results when the sample was
taken in 2021.

The World Anti-Doping Agency (Wada) says it is concerned by the finding and may appeal against
the decision.

Valieva, then 15, was allowed to compete at the Beijing Winter Olympics despite a failed drugs
test.
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For example, the Austrian company Red Bull GmbH sponsors "alternative” athletes. While
some of them have toned down their social media activity, many of them are still actively

taking part in competitions and promotions around the world.
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Formula One cancels Russian Grand Prix following invasion of Ukraine

Red Bull chief Helmut Marko questions
Russian athlete ban as Nikita Mazepin
axed

Nikita Mazepin was sacked by Formula 1 employers Haas due to Russia's ongoing invasion of
Ukraine, but Red Bull boss Helmut Marko wonders whether the reaction was justified

By Tom Sunderland =
08:42, 8 Mar 2022 0 O i @ | . | BOOKMARK []

Helmut Marko has said he's open to Russian drivers participating in Formula 1 provided
they oppose the actions of Russian president Vladimir Putin.

Haas driver Nikita Mazepin recently saw his contract with the manufacturer terminated
and will not race in 2022 due to father Dmitry’s links with Russian company Uralkali, the
team's title sponsor.


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FpATI01XEAAkLUy.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FpATJ9CXgAIlBh7.jpg

National Hockey League (NHL) still allows Russian individuals play as usual. Of these,
Washington Capitals superstar Alexander Ovechkin has supported Putin on several
occasions. Most of them have not commented on the war and visit their homes in Russia

occasionally.
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Philadelphia Flyers' Ivan Provorov refuses to

wear LGBTQ+ Pride Night jersey, cites religious

Sports is, and always has been a political tool in Russia. Big sports events are a way to divert
people's attention from political scandals, corruption and poverty to "Russian

achievements". State workers are often forced to participate these events.
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Organizing sports events is also a neat way to funnel money to Putin's friends - Out of the

total budget of 50 billion USD, the Rotenbergs, Gennady Timchenko and Vladimir Yakunin
were awarded at least 15 billion USD in Sochi contracts.
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Sochi 2014: Encyclopedia of Spending
Learn who cashed in on the most expensive Olympic games ever
https://sochi.fbk.info/en/
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WORLD
Sochi Games Already Take Gold Medal for
Embezzlement

BY ZOE SCHLANGER ON 1/28/14 AT 4:39 PM EST

Putin's martial arts friends have reaped tremendous benefits from the Olympics
ALEXANDER DEMIANCHUK/REUTERS
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Russia's sports culture is very similar to their political system: riddled with corruption and

cheating.

As the legendary Czech goalkeeper Dominik Hasek put it: "Every athlete represents not only

himself and his club, but also his country and its values and actions".
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‘ § Dominik Hasek

The NHL must immediately suspend contracts for all Russian players!
Every athlete represents not only himself and his club, but also his
country and its values and actions. That is a fact. If the NHL does not do

50, it has indirect co-responsibility for the dead in Ukraine.
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How did Putin get so rich? In today's #vatnik soup
I'll be introducing one of his money men, oligarch
Gennady Timchenko. Timchenko has a special place
in Finnish people's hearts, as he also has Finnish
citizenship and has been doing a lot of business in
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In today's #vatnik soup I'll introduce three oligarchs
who are good friends with Putin. Their names are
Arkady, Boris and Roman, and their surname is
Rotenberg.

Arkady and Boris are brothers and Roman is Boris
son. 1/11
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