Pekka Kallioniemi @P_Kallioniemi
| Mar 27 - 19 tweets - P_Kallioniemi/status/1640290059118166017

In today's #vatniksoup I'll introduce a Latvian politician and
MEP, Tatjana Zdanoka. She's best-known for her history in the
Communist Party of Latvia, for her pro-Russian politics in the
country, and for her strong and constant support of Russia in
the European Parliament.
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Based on Zdanoka's speeches and social media posts, she has a deep hatred towards the
Latvian-speaking population of Latvia. The reason for this can only be speculated, but part of
it could be due to her paternal family being killed by the...
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... Latvian Auxiliary Police, a paramilitary force supported by the Nazis, during the early
1940s. She became politically active in the late 80s. She was one of the leaders of the
Interfront, a political party that supported Latvia remaining part of USSR.
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Between 1971 and 1991 she was also a member of the Communist Party of Latvia, later
stating that "she wasn't part of the party hierarchy". In 1999, Zdanoka was banned from
being part of the Latvian parliament Saeima and deprived of her position at the Riga City
Council.
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It turned out, that she had participated in the Communist Party's Audit Committee after it
had called for a coup against the Latvian government in 1991. Because of this ban, her only

option to have influence through politics was the European Parliament (EP), ...
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...in which she was elected for the first time in 2004 and many times since.

Since the communist times of the USSR, she's fully committed to supporting the Russkiy
Mir. Like most Russians, she's said that she was "ashamed to admit" to being Russian during
the Yeltsin era,..6/18
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..but "was no longer embarrassed for Russia and its leadership” after Putin took over.
In 2014 she traveled to Crimea to act as "international observer" on the Crimean
referendum. The trip was paid for by the EU. Edgars Rinkevics, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Latvia,..7/18
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.. pointed out that "Zdanoka did not to represent Latvia nor the EU" as she didn't have
official authorization from either. In 2020 she was included in the European Platform for
Democratic Elections database as "biased observer".
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TATJANA ZDANOKA

Versions of names: TaTbAxa AnekcanaposHa MaaHok
LATVIA

Political activity

Tatjana Zdanoka is a member of European Parliament from Latvia who co-chairs
the Latvian Russian Union. She has been attempting to discredit Latvia for its integration
policies towards the Russian-speaking minority and promoting Russian
interpretations of contemporary history. Thus, in 2019, State Security Service
launched a criminal procedure over incitement to ethnic hatred for Zdanoka's
comparison of Russian speakers in Latvia to Jews prior the WW I

MISSIONS

Individual observers at the 2018 Russian
presidential election

Political affiliation at time of mission: identified

Party’s name: Latvijas Krievu savieniba / Latvian Russian Union

Official function at time of mission: Member of the EU-Parliament from Latvia
Quotes regarding this election

“Bbinn OTMEUEeHbl <ONpeAeneHHbIe HeAOCTaTKNY, HO KX OYeHb Mano».”

Source link & date: https:/rossaprimavera.ru/news/7e14c43f (2018-03-18)

Q ion source file: rossaprimavera.ru.png

Read more about this mission here:

Politically Biased Foreign Electoral Observation at the Russian 2018
Presidential Election.pdf

MonuTHyeck NPeB3AToe MEXAYHAPOAHOS HabNoAeHUE 3a Buibopamu

Ha Npe3uaeHTCKIX Beibopax B Pocckv B 2018 rogy (rnasa 3).pdf

At the same time she was also actively promoting the idea that the Russian minorities are
being repressed in Donbas, and also tried to make a connection between the oppressors and
far-right politics. Many of her speeches at the EP are also about the repression...
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) Situation of fundamental rights in the EU in 2020 and 2021 (debate)

» Tatjana Zdanoka (NI). — Mr President, as usual, when speaking about the situation on fundamental rights in the EU, we avoid to name
concrete Member States — it's the difference with a similar report on non-EU.

Il try to fill in a bit the gap but not with the example of Hungary. When we are concerned about the schooling of children from minority
backgrounds, we have to mention three Baltic States, especially my country, in Latvia, erasing all minority languages from the schooling
[=)] system and public sphere

When we speak about politically motivated arrests, we have to mention three Baltic States again. In what concerns the fight against certain
forms of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law in order to combat pre-existing Afrophobia, anti-Gypsyism, anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia, we certainly have to add Russophobia. The president of Latvia has recently declared that the part of our citizens, mostly
Russians, must be isolated by reason of their opinions and beliefs. Mr Reynders, is that not a hate speech to be punished, as you
promised?
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...of the Russian language both in Ukraine and in the Baltic countries. She has compared the
situation of Russian-speaking population of Latvia to Jews prior to WW2, and has spoken
about this alleged repression many times in the European Parliament.
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Debates
Thursday, 27 February 2014 - Strasbourg Revised editi

p Situation in Ukraine (RCB7-0219/2014, B7-0219/2014, B7-0220/2014, B7-0221/2014, B7-0222/2014, B7-0223/2014, B7-0224/2014)

» Tatjana Zdanoka (Verts/ALE). - Mr President, | voted against this resolution, as the description and assessment of recent events in
> =] Ukraine are made superficially and given a unilateral interpretation in this text. The resolution contains many impracticable appeals. For
example, there is a call to the Ukrainian Parliament and the incoming government to respect the rights of minorities in the country and the
use of Russian and other minority languages, but who will realise this request? Mr Yatsenyuk is a candidate for the post of Prime Minister:
Y 1 would like to remind you that only in 2012 he was the leader of protest actions against the newly adopted and highly compromised law on
@) regional languages. | won't even mention the representatives of the radical nationalist Svoboda Party. | was extremely surprised at the
statement made yesterday by Commissioner File that Oleh Tyahnybok is a big democrat. From where did he draw this conclusion?

In 2016 she paid a visit to Syria's totalitarian leader Bashar al-Assad. On her trip, she was
joined by Estonian politician and MEP Yana Toom, as well as Spanish MEP Javier Couso
Permuy.
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In recent years, Zdanoka has been collaborating closely with two Irish MEP's, Mick Wallace
and Clare Daly. In Jun, 2022, they organized a visit in Strasbourg for "like-minded

schoolchildren” where the kids could ask loaded questions from all three.

12/18

Tatjana Zdanoka @
7. heinakuu 2022 - &
NATBUANCKWE LIKOJIBHUKU MOCETWIM EBPOMAP/IAMEHT!

Buepa 6onee copoKa NaTBUMCKAX no Moemy noceTvan
ceccvio Esponerickoro B CTpaceypre. b CTBO -
NPOBOAWMMbBIX HALUEA NapTUed B 3TOM rOAY KOHKYPCOB.

Pe6RTa BCTPETAIMCE U NOOBLIANMCH HE TONBKO €O MHOF, HO 1 C MOMMM KOANETaM, ACTTyTaTam ¥
o Vipnaravu Mykom Yonnecom n Knap Aeiinn,

LATVIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN VISITED THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT!

Yesterday, more than forty Latvian schoolchildren attended the plenary session of the European
Parliament in Strasbourg at my invitation. Most of the students are the winners of the contests
conducted by our party this year.

The guys met and interacted with not only myself but fellow Irish MPs Mick Wallace and Claire
Dailey.
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Zdanoka, Wallace and Daly have all been fervent defenders of convicted Lithunian spy,
Algirdas Paleckis, who was convicted for spying for Russia in 2021. They visited him in

prison in Dec, 2022.
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On 16 Feb, 2022, she held a speech at the EP, claiming that other MEP's "pronounced Nazi
slogans" at the Parliament, and continued lying about the "genocide in Donbas" and even

showed a picture 4-year-old allegedly killed in the shelling.
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While thousands of civilians were killed in Ukraine, Zdanoka's biggest worry was statues:
throughout the year 2022, she was very critical of Latvia taking down Soviet-era statues.
Most of her speeches in the EP were about this issue, suggesting that "more than 7o0...
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...monuments to the liberators of Latvia from German Nazi occupiers were dismantled". Her
party, Latvian Russian Union, gathered 10 000 signatures for a petition against the
demolition of these statues.
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@ Pyccxuﬁ cotoz Jlatemu
3. heindkuu 2022 - &

MEXAHW3M 3ANYLLEH: 10 000 MOANMCEA NMEPEAAHLI B EBPOMAP/AMEHT!

CerogHna Haw aenytat EBponerickoro napnamedTta Tatbana KAAHOK nepeagana 8 Komurer
Mo NETMLMAM Bonee ZeCATH ThICAY MNOAMWCER, KOTOPLIE Mbl COBPANM 3a NOCNEAHMA MecAl
MPOTUE CHOCA NaMATHWMKOE repoAM WM XepTEamM BTopol MUpOBOM BOMHBI M KaMNaHWK
pycodobum B Nlatemm.

B 6nmxaiiee spema Hawa NeTMUyA NOAYUUT HOMED W BYAET NEPefaHa Ha PacCMOTPEHME
BOMPOCa 0 ee NpMemMaemocTi. Nocne NPoXoXAEHWA 3TOr0 BTOPOro 3Tana, BCe Xenatolme
NOAAEPXKATE METULMID CMOTYT 3TO CAENATh Ha CAWTe CAMOrO KOMUTETA.

MECHANISM LAUNCHED: 10,000 SIGNATURES TRANSFERED TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT!

Today, our Member of the European Parliament Tatyana Zhdanok handed over to the
Petition Committee more than ten thousand signatures that we have collected over the last
maonth against the demaolition of monuments to the heroes and victims of the Second
World War and the Russophobia campaign in Latvia.

In the near future, our petition will receive a number and will be forwarded for
consideration on its acceptability. After this second stage, everyone who wishes to support
the petition can do so on the committee's website.
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Zdanoka's voting pattern in the European Parliament has been consistent - out of the 22
votes, she voted 20 times against condemning Russia's actions. Some examples include
condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine in Feb 2022, and naming Russia a sponsor of
terrorism.
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Latvian Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Tatjana Zdanoka surprised no-
one November 23 by voting against a motion designating Russia a state sponsor of
terrorism.
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The Latvian Human Rights Committee, a group Zdanoka is a member of, has received

significant funding from a Russian organization called Fund for the Legal Protection and

Support of Russian Federation Compatriots Living Abroad.
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The so-called Latvian Human Rights Committee, connected to pro-Russian MEP
Tatjana Zdanoka, received about €95,000 from the Fund for the Legal Protection and
Support of Russian Federation Compatriots Living Abroad last year, reported Latvian
Television LTV's investigative news program De facto Sunday.

Support me in creating daily vatnik soups! All donations will be spent on research
and production of vatnik soup or in the creation of web portal (vatniksoup.com)...

https://buymeacoffee.com/PKallioniemi

Past soups: vatniksoup.com
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Pekka Kallioniemi
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L

In today's #vatnik soup we'll travel back to Ireland, and
get to a know an Irish politician and a MEP, Clare Daly.
She strongly aligns herself with another Irish MEP, Mick
Wallace. Like Wallace, Daly spends most of her energy
appeasing Russia and China and criticizing the US.1/11
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In today's #vatnik soup I'll introduce an Irish politician and
a MEP from (South) Ireland: Mick Wallace. He aligns
himself strongly with another Irish MEP, Clare Daly, and

his love for both Russia and China has been evident in his
recent comments and appearances.
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