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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce an American author and
academic, Noam Chomsky. He's best-known for his long
history as a political commentator and left-wing activist, and for
his staunch criticism of the US foreign policy since the 1960s.
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Chomsky's antiwar activism started around 1962, when he was protesting against the US
involvement in the Vietnam War. He started writing essays and eventually books, targeted
mostly to the American "New Left" movement. His criticism towards US interventionism
continued...
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...during the 70s and the 80s, resisting US involvement in conflicts like Nicaraguan Contra
War and the Israeli-Palestine conflict. Since then, everything he does or says is shrouded

with rabid anti-Americanism. He seems to consider the US as the "root of all evil", ...
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...regardless of their involvement and role. He is the ultimate epitome of a "whataboutist",

and there simply is no discussion which he can't turn into US bashing.

In 1988 he co-authored his best-known book, Manufacturing Consent. It outlines a

propaganda model for...

(MK

VOL. CL .. No. 26,000

MANUFAGTURING

GONBENT

The Political Economy of
the Mass Media

4/25

By EDWARD S. HERMAN
and NOAM CHOMSKY

With a new infraduction by the authors

...understanding how the mainstream media manipulates people. He argued that the mass

ankerous, obstinate, and ubiquitous in its search fof}

media in the US are "ideological institutions that carry out a system-supportive propaganda

function".

In 2011 he told the journalist George Monbiot that calling Srebrenica Massacre a...
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..genocide "cheapens the word". He also denied a report by Ed Vulliamy on the existence of
Bosnian concentration camps, stating that Vulliamy "got caught up in a story that probably

wasn't true". But it wasn't the first genocide Chomsky had denied. He also criticized...
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B g Nationalnewspapers  Guardian pulls Chomsky interview

unecuiecalapelogy and okacton.

What the readers' editor said

S A et ST s i Stephen Brook The Guardian has withdrawn an interview with academic Noam Chomsky

Lo P el Thu 17 Nov 2005 1239 GMT from its website after he complained to the readers' editor over comments
attributed to him about the Srebrenica massacre.
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‘The US academic and activist had complained that the October 31 interview,
published in the newspaper and on Guardian Unlimited, falsely portrayed
him as denying that massacres were committed there during the Bosnian
war.

Professor Chomsky complained in particular about the headline for the
interview which read: "Q: Do you regret supporting those who say the
Stebrenica massacre was exaggerated? A: My only regret is that I didn't do it
strongly enough.”

‘The Guardian's readers’ editor, Ian Mayes, said today in a corrections and
clarifications column printed in the paper, that no question in that form had
been put by interviewer Emma Brockes to Prof Chomsky and that "the
headline was wrong and unjustified by the text".

Part of the interview related to the academic's support for Diana Johnstone,
whose book about the reporting of casualty figures in the war had been
withdrawn from publication after controversy.

After the interview appeared, he told the Guardian that he supported Ms
Johnstone's rights to freedom of speech and that he had never denied the
fact of the Srebrenica massacre.

"Ms Brockes misrepresentation of Prof Chomsky's views on Stebrenica
stemmed from her misunderstanding of his support for Ms Johnstone,” the
readers' editor wrote.

In her interview Brockes also stated that Prof Chomsky had placed the word
“massacre" in quotation marks.

He denied ever having done so. The Guardian retracted the statement and
apologised.

Inan open letter dated November 13 on his official website Chomsky.info,
Prof Chomsky attacked the Guardian interview as a “scurrilous piece of
journalism" where the reporter had a definite agenda.
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