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In today's #vatniksoup, I'm going to talk about MICE. Not the
rodent, but an acronym that originates from CIA recruitment
strategy used in espionage. MICE explains the main motivators
for covert and also overt action, and it stands for Money,
Ideology, Compromise and Ego.
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Whereas CIA Staff Historian Randy Burkett has stated that MICE has "outlived its
usefulness" in counterintelligence, it seems to still apply quite well to those who are recruited

to spread online propaganda. When doing research and deep dives on individuals who are...

2/25

Rethinking an Old Approach

An Alternative Framework for Agent Recruitment:
From MICE to RASCLS

Randy Burkett

4

Today’s [agent]
recruiters mustlearn and
use the significant
breakthroughs in
understanding of human
motivations and the
means for influencing
them that have occurred
since the early 1980s.

29

Ask any CIA National Clandes-
tine Service officer what his or her
mission is and the likely reply will
be “to recruit spies to steal secrets
and conduct covert action.” This
mission has been relatively
unchanged since the founding of the
Office of Strategic Services (0SS)
on 13 June 1942. What has changed
is the profile of the people we ask to
become agents to steal the secrets
and engage in covert action. In this
article I will discuss how we trained
0SS and CIA officers to find and
recruit the people who became our
agents.

The story starts with World War II.
when OSS officers were largely
focused on appealing to the patrio-

tism of people to resist foreign occu-

piers. There was no overall strategy
for finding the right agents other
than linking up with local activists
and appealing to their national pride.
The paper then moves to the Cold
‘War when the focus for recruitment
shifted to state actors who had the
placement and access to betray the
secrets of the communist govern-
ments in power. During the Cold
War period and today, agents who
agreed to spy are said to do so for
reasons that imply weakness or vul-
nerability: money, ideology. black-
mail, or ego. These factors are
captured in the mnemonic MICE. It
is a framework that I believe has

outlived its usefulness. Today’s
recruiters of agents abroad often
pursue non-state actors with com-
plex mixtures of competing loyal-
ties, including family, tribe, religion,
ethnicity, and nationalism.

I argue that today’s recruiters must
learn and use the significant break-
throughs in understanding of human
motivations and the means for influ-
encing people that have oceurred
since the carly 1980s. In particular, I
will discuss the work of Dr. Robert
Cialdini and how lis six influence
factors, reciprocation, authority,
scarcity, comumitment (and consis-
tency), liking, and social proof—
RASCLS—could be applied to
motivate potential agents to agree to
spy and to improve the productivity
of existing agents.

However, before I look at how we
have trained officers to recruit in the
past and how we should recruit in
the future, I think we should first
examine what we are asking people
to do when they become spies.

Is Spying Rational in the Face of
the Risks?

On the surface, committing espio-
nage appears to be less than ratio-
nal. Agents risk death, cither at the
hands of an enemy or by their own
legal systems. Even some countries
that do not impose the death penalty

All statements of fact, opinion, or analysis expressed in this article are those of the
author. Nothing in the article should be construed as asserting or implying US govern-
ment endorsement of its factual statements and interpretations

Studies in Intelligence Vol. 57, No. 1 (Extracts, March 2013)
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... producing and promoting pro-Kremlin viewpoints, one can quickly find connections
between the people and these four motivators. Naturally, these motivators can also overlap.

One example from counterespionage is the case of Earl Edwin Pitts, who had been an FBI
agent...
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...who sold secrets to the Soviets and later to the Russians. During his interrogation, he told
that he was treated badly while working for the FBI,but was also motivated by the stacks of
rubles the Russians offered.

These days people who work to benefit a foreign actor..
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...are called "useful idiots", a term falsely attributed to Lenin. In my view, it's
counterproductive to refer to these people as idiots, as some of there are actually quite

intelligent, and they've simply taken an opportunity to benefit from "working for the enemy".
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A research project called Project Slammer, conducted during the late 80os, suggested that the
subjects who become spies often see themselves as special, even unique; deserving, living in
unsatisfactory situation, has ran out of other options (than to engage in espionage),...
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SECRET

Project Slammer Interim Progress Report
Submitted to [
Chairman, Personnel Security Committee
15 December 1989

SLAMMER-GRAM

This is an interim presentation of observations developing in the progress
of Project Slammer, an Intelligence Community sponscred study of espionage.
This research examines espionage by interviewing and psychologically assessing
actual espionage subjects. Additionally, persons knowledgeable of subjects are
contacted to better understand the subjects' private lives and how they are
perceived by others while conducting espionage. This “Slammer-gram" briefly
shares subjects' self-perceptions and some of the implications that might be
considered in view of these insights. To date, cases studied have involved only
male subjects, the majority of whom were volunteers in initiating espionage.
The following observations are offered with the caveat that this is work in
progress, each issue is worthy of continuing study and will be reported in
greater depth in the next formal report scheduled for release in June, 199@.

HOW THE ESPIONAGE SUBJECT SEES HIMSELF (at the time he initiates espionage)
He believes:
- He is special, even unique.
- He is deserving.
- His situation is not satisfactory.
- He has no other (easier) option (than to engage in espionage).
- He is only doing what others frequently do.
- He is not a bad person.
- His performance in his government job (if presently employed)
is separate from espionage; espionage does not (really) discount
his contribution in the workplace.
- Security procedures do not (really) apply to him.
- Security programs (e.g., briefings) have no meaning for

him, unless they connect with something with which he can
personally identify.
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...and not a "bad person". This probably applies to most online propagandists, too.

Propagandists, like spies, often think of their work as "victimless" crime - many might feel

that spreading disinformation and false narratives doesn't hurt anybody, it's just...
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..."another version" of the story. Yet these actions often have consequences - they can, for

example, affect the support and aid that Ukraine gets from the West.
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EDITORS' PICK

Viral Video Of Ukraine’s
Zelensky With Cocaine Is
Completely Fake

Matt Novak Contributor @
FOIA reporter and founder of Paleofuture.com, m

writing news and opinion on every aspect of...

Screenshots from the fake video on the left and the real video of Zelensky on the right. TwiTTER /

YOUTUBE

A video that’s gone viral on social media platforms like Twitter and
Telegram supposedly shows a pile of cocaine on the desk of Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelensky. But the video has been altered and the
original video, which is available on Instagram, proves the cocaine isn’t
real.

Now, I'm going to move to the territory of speculation. I've been researching "independent
journalists", politicians and other pro-Russian actors for quite some time, and I feel like I
have a hunch of what drives some of them.

Here's my analysis for each motivator:
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Money: This one's the easiest - most of the pro-Kremlin mouthpieces are motivated by
money. In fact, if you'd take the money out of the equation, they'd stop producing their
nonsense and would move on to other things.
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The Bulgarian secret services have data showing that Russia pays about £€2000 (BGN 4,000) per
month to public figures, journalists, and politicians to spread its propaganda in the country, a
government spokesperson and head of the prime minister’s office, Lena Borislavova told Darik radio
over the weekand.

The government lost a na-confidence vote but will stay in power until a new one is formed or, if that
is impossible until the president dissolves pariiament

Borislavova explained that the money was given to Bulgarian politicians, famous journalists,
analysts, political scientists and other persons appearing in the public media. The Russian state paid
them to shape public opinion.

To all of you who spit on the EU and NATO for free, as well 2s support Putin's actions in Ukraine, you
should know. You are screwed up. Those who inspire you to do so are paid. Monthly.” she added.

According to her, some public speakers are used to confusing the public and playing with
misconceptions and fears. She said foreign interests “disguised as national interest” are a red line for
her party, “Change Continues.”
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In my opinion, most "independent journalists", including Janus Putkonen, Mike "iEarlGrey"
Jones and Patrick Lancaster are driven by money. All of them have had some hardships in

their previous lives, and have moved on to work for the Kremlin to make a decent living.
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Some businessmen were offered lucrative business deals by the Kremlin, possibly to help

with their cause.

In addition, there are those politicians and grifters who are most probably driven by both

their ego and their money.
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These include Gonzalo Lira, Jackson "Z" Hinkle, and most of the MAGA crew. Politicians like
MTG and Boebert will drop any ideology (for example, QAnon) as soon as it no longer serves
their self-interests.
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Ideology: Ideology can be extremely strong motivator and often creates staunch and loyal

propagandists. Most of the ideology-driven Putin propagandists come from the far corners of

the left and right,but many of them also believe in various conspiracy theories and have no..
14/25

HOME  NEWS  ESPANOL

4 A

MUNDO OBRERO

woRKERs woRlD ﬁ WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE WORLD UNITE

SUBSCRIBE

JomNus

On Nakba anniversary: Global

protests show solidarity with

Palestine

Malcolm X, Ho Chi
Minh, jpresente!

The edlited statement first appeared May 16,
2017, on workersorg. We celebrate on May
19 the birthdays of two world bending
revolutionaries: Ho Chi Minh and Malcolm
X.Born[.]

Solidarity with writers
strike growing

s Asthe 11,500 members of the Writers Guld

(WGA) begin their third week on the picket
line, the strike shows no signs of weakening.

o onthe contrary, e effort to wina [.]

CLASSES  BOOKS  PDF  VIDEO

DONATE

I Webinar, Thursday, May 11

U.S. Women need what Cuan Women have:

US. women need what Cuban women have:
Socialism. Register for webinar at
wwppublivgo

U.S./NATO in Ukraine,
Russia

An overview of the conflict.

Workers World articles on U.S./NATO
‘maneuvers in Ukraine, Russia and

SEE. A
No o6&
o
I Search

To seach, type and it enter

Get Workers World by
Email

EMAIL ADDRESS (REQUIRED)


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FwppB2pWIAInGU9.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FwppRpSXwAIxqlE.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FwppZeMXoAANA3Z.jpg

..political affiliation. Some people who in my opinion are driven by ideology, include Caitlin
Johnstone, Katrina vanden Heuvel, Caleb Maupin, Steve Bannon and of course Noam

Chomsky. It's not rare to see people from the far-left and from the far-right cooperate in
this...
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..domain,reinforcing the idea of the horseshoe theory. Even though rabid anti-
US/NATO/Western stance is not an ideology per se, it is a strong motivator for many

propagandists. Russia is also often pushing the idea of "decadent West" vs "traditional

Russia.
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THE HORSESHOE THEORY s
In political science, the horseshoe theory asserts that Putin and the Myths of Western
Decadence

the far-left and the far-right are not opposites at the

end of a political continuum, but rather, that they
closely resemble each other, nearly meeting like the
ends of a horseshoe, as in the illustration below:

center

far-right

Compromise/Kompromat: This refers to damaging information about a person, which can
then be used for blackmail. The most common type of kompromat is some kind of sex tape of

the person involved. Putin has used this strategy to his benefit since forever.
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On Thursday, Attorney General William Barr released Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s two volume, 400-plus-page report on his investigation into
the Trump administration’s possible collusion with the Russian government
in the lead-up to the 2016 presidential election. I know, I know: But what
about the pee tape?

‘Wait, you might be saying, remind me about the pee tape? What's on it? Is it
real? Are there porn parodies? To help refresh your memory, we've compiled
every single thing we know.


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FwppqA6XgAA77UJ.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FwpqP2eX0AIvFVn.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Fwpqfw_WwAQBNWt.jpg

The most famous case happened in 1999, when then FSB Chief Putin released a sex tape
where Prosecutor General Yury Skuratov was in bed with two young women. Skuratov had
started investigating corruption of Putin's then boss, Boris Yeltsin, and this tape was used to
make...

18/25

...him resign from his position. Kompromat is the most difficult to detect,as once the
compromising material has been exposed, these people often become useless. In my opinion,
those men who have visited Russia on various occasions are the most evident targets of
kompromat.
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Some of these people include Mark Ames, John Dolan, Andrew Anglin and Graham Phillips.
Ames has even written about their sexcapades during the 9os and 00s in Moscow.

Ego: Ego is another strong motivator, and can create very loyal propagandists.
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In many cases, propagandists ego has been "bruised", and they often feel like they have been

mistreated by their own country. For ego-driven propagandists, two prime examples are
Scott Ritter and Douglas Macgregor. Both were at some point quite talented in their work

but...
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...were, to some degree, mistreated by their superiors. Macgregor's career was hindered due

to his unorthodox methods, and Ritter was humiliated as a weapons inspector. Now they're

both pushing Kremlin narratives, and Ritter is even touring around Russia, even going to...
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... talk shows to praise Russia and defame the US and Ukraine. In my opinion, fake news

bloggers like Aaron Maté and Max Blumenthal are driven by their huge egos, and formerly

prestigious old school journalists like Seymour Hersh have the same problem.
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Replying to @Pflansburg

sounds like an Assadist conspiracy theory.
There is a proxy war but there's definitely a
civil war. Assad responsible for majority of

deaths

9:26 AM - 13 Apr 2017
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Paul M. Flansburg @Pflansburg - 13 Apr 2017 v
Replying to @aaronjmate

Is Assad "killing his own people" like Saddam? If so, what do we mean by "his
own people"?

(O i Q

Aaron Maté & @aaronjmate - 13 Apr 2017 v
| don't follow. They're both mass-murderers who've killed their own citizens.
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The U.S. Navy’s Diving and Salvage Center can be found in a location as obscure as its
name—down what was once a country lane in rural Panama City, a now-booming
resort city in the southwestern panhandle of Florida, 70 miles south of the Alabama
border. The center’s complex is as nondescript as its location—a drab concrete post-
World War II structure that has the look of a vocational high school on the west side of
Chicago. A coin-operated laundromat and a dance school are across what is now a
four-lane road.

The center has been training highly skilled deep-water divers for decades who, once
assigned to American military units worldwide, are capable of technical diving to do
the good—using C4 explosives to clear harbors and beaches of debris and unexploded
ordnance—as well as the bad, like blowing up foreign oil rigs, fouling intake valves for

MICE is good at describing our core motivations for producing and promoting propaganda,

but it's also oversimplifying things. Randy Burkett has stated that it excludes important

factors like family, tribe, religion, ethnicity and nationalism.
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But I still argue that it is a useful tool for determining what drives these actors to publish
disinformation and false narratives, and that in most cases we can apply these motivators to
most people.

In my case, it's probably ego.
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