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In today's #vatniksoup, I'll introduce a Bulgarian politician and
current President, Rumen Radev (@PresidentOfBg). He's best-
known for offering his unwavering support for Vladimir Putin
and his genocidal war in Ukraine, and for resisting all European
aid to Ukraine.
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Radev joined the Bulgarian Communist Party during the 80s. He later stated that he did this
in order to become a military pilot, but also emphasized that he wasn't ashamed of what he
did and was actually proud of his achievements. He only left the party after a new law...
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Was Rumen Radev a member of the BKP?

zmn

Was General Rumen Radev y leave itin the
lexicon with the important questions, precisely this one!

Probably the iterest nthis 24th missing question s because of today' date - November 10, when Todor Zhivkov
was overthiown 27 years ago

Tsetska Tsacheva did not save i factflom her blography, and even during the first mandate of GERB , when she
became ihe frst female speaker of the National Assembly, it s known that she was a member of e BKP.

For Rumen Radev , however, Ins fact s
Union or Russi, and the general was n
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... forbid military personnel to be members of political parties. He hasn't been a member of
any political party ever since and the support for his presidential candidacy came from an
independent initiative committee affiliated the pro-Russian party BSP.
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He was elected as the President of Bulgaria for the first time in 2016. In his campaign, he
focused on corruption, tough measures against immigration and Euroskepticism, a winning
formula during that time in both Europe and in the US.
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Pro-Russia Rumen Radev wins Bulgarian

presidency
Former air force commander who has called for an end to EU
sanctions against Russia wins election by wide margin

et ofthe vote, compared with 86.2 percent or the candidate o the.
)

anovzote ov

Pro-Russia, anti-migration candidate Rumen Radev won the Bulgarian presidential
election, partial official results showed on Monday.

Support for Eurosceptic parties doubles
in two decades across EU

hesharp ncrease i he lctoral s of st partes 13 bt

Already at this point Radev's pro-Kremlin stance was clear, as he had stated Bulgaria should

focus more "on its economic and political ties with Moscow."

Incidentally, his presidency hasn't decreased corruption in Bulgaria, and in 2022 the country
shared the 72nd...
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Analysts said Radev was able to tap into anger among average Bulgarians over corruption
ameong the country's political class.

He also called for tough measures to prevent an influx of migrants amid a wave of
Euroskepticism across Central and Eastern Europe.

During his election campaign, the 53-year-old Radev called for better ties with Russia,
potentially putting the Black Sea state at odds with its European Union and NATO allies.

Radev, who once studied at the U.S. Air War College in Alabama, has pledged to maintain
Bulgaria's place in NATO but also has said "being pro-European doesn't mean being anti-
Russian."

Nonetheless, Radev's calls to lift EU sanctions on Russia for the Kremlin's actions in Ukraine,
including its support of separatists there and its illegal annexation of Crimea, have many
analysts wondering whether Bulgaria will now move closer to Moscow.
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..place together with Ghana, Senegal and South Africa in the Corruption Perceptions Index.

As in many European countries, the president's job in Bulgaria is mostly ceremonial, but

they still have influence over policy & can veto legislation and sign international treaties.
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‘CORRUPTION PERCEPTIONS INDEX |~ -

Bulgaria President Radev vetoes
anti-corruption bill
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in partiament Last month, saying it would not be effective.

o
persecute political opponents.

fotating presidency on Monday.

e and political corruption for years.

Bulgari
took over the EU presidency, BEC central Europe correspondent Nick Thorpe
saye.
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In 2019, he used his veto power to stop a F-16 deal with the US, but was later overruled by
the parliament. After he was elected, Radev spoke strongly against the sanctions against
Russia in 2017, and even though he stated that the annexation of Crimea violated the...
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Radev vetoed the F-16 deal, see why

"Binding Bulgaria with obligations, for years to come, without national consent... is extremely worrying,” the president believes

‘ Nikolai Kirov  July
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...International law, he suggested that the EU should lift the sanctions before "Trump and

President Putin come to an agreement on improving dialogue, and growing trust."

As we all now know, this agreement never came to be and Putin played Trump like a fiddle.
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Bulgaria Grows Uneasy as Trump
Complicates Its Ties to Russia
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By Rick Lyman
Feb.4,2017

SOFIA, Bulgaria — With one foot in the West and the other in the
East, Bulgaria has long engaged in a delicate balancing act.

But now the country, and its new president, Rumen Radev, will
have to learn how to balance Donald J. Trump and an increasingly
energized Vladimir V. Putin.

Mr. Radev contemplated his new role as balancer in chief two days
before he was sworn in on Jan. 19, sitting across the street from the
presidential palace in the labyrinthine former headquarters of the
Bulgarian Communist Party.

“We have a clear road map to follow,” Mr. Radev said. “Staying in
the E.U. and staying in NATO. But at the same time, we have a
deep historical relationship with Russia.”

HELSINKI 2018
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Radev met with Putin in 2019 at the St Petersburg International Economic Forum, where
Radev thanked Putin's Russia for their partnership in the energy sector and emphasized the
importance of "rich traditions" in science, culture, education and tourism.
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‘ SPIEF'24

President of Bulgaria Rumen Radev (rctransiated): Thank you, Mr President.
Ladies and gentiemen, first of all, | would like to thank you for your invitation to visit
the Russian Federation once again and to take part in the St Petersburg International
Economic Forum

Mr President, this is our second meeting over such a short time. This sends out a clear
message about new dynamics in our bilateral relations, which rest on profound
historical, cultural and spiritual ties. This shows that both sides would like o develop
these relations vigorously, constructively and on a mutually beneficial basis.

In addition, our countries maintain extremely good relations at the level
of governments and parliaments. As you know, Bulgaria is a member of the European
Union and NATO, but this d it preciude of ith
the Russian Federation even in th licated situation and in

I believe that constructive dialogue and cooperation are key Lo a peaceful, prosperous.
and thriving Europe.

We maintain extremely good relations that have rich traditions in st

education and tourism.

We are strategic partners in the energy sector, and we have the required potential
for deepening cooperation. As you know, we have purchased two Russian reactors,
which means that Russia has a niche in the future construction of a nuclear power
plant, regardiess of who wins the tender and becomes the strategic investor.

We also maintain a long-lime partnership in gas deliveries and transit. | would like
to inform you of the following fact in some detail: Bulgaria continues to modernise

and expand its gas transportation system, and there are plans to set up a gas.
distribution centre and a h our being
built
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In reality, Russia had been pumping money into anti-US and anti-NATO parties in Bulgaria
since at least 2007 (in reality, probably much longer):
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Russian Economic War: How Putin’s Dirty Money Corrupted the West ...
Pekka Kallioniemi assesses the Kremlin's effective use of energy and financial
dependency as part of its playbook shaping European politics

https://bylinetimes.com/2023/01/20/russian-economic-war-how-putins-dirty-money-corr. ..

Russian money was used to control key politicians, media and the finance sector, and in the
energy sector they provided cheap gas and oil via Dutch offshore companies. All this has led

to a strong anti-Ukraine bloc in Bulgaria - in a 2022 European Parliament barometer,...
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...48% of Bulgarian respondents were for the EU support for Ukraine and sanctions against
Russia - the lowest in EU. They were also most dissatisfied with EU's collaboration on the
matter.
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More than half of the population approve of the EU's support for Ukrainein 24 Member States

QA13 Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the European Union's support for Ukraine following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine?
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Another Bulgarian pro-Russian, far-right and ultranationalist party Revival has made several
attacks against their opponents, including covering EU offices in Sofia with red paint,
physically blocked MPs in parliament, threatened people at Pride parade, ...
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"Vazrazhdane" again provoked
chaos in the parliament and
managed to interrupt its work

UPDATED European Ci ission Sofia Offices i by
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...and called for Putin's enemies to be annihilated without any actual consequences. At the
same time, factories producing weapons to Ukraine had chain of mysterious explosions

which were never really investigated properly.
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Explosions at Bulgarian arms factory set to export to Ukraine

By Krassen Nikolov | EURACTIV.bg @ Est. 4min 8 Jun 26, 2023

Content-Type: News

S&D - Socialists and Democrats in the Eurc

The warehouses that exploded Sunday were targeted a year ago in an instance of sabotage. [Shutterstock/Stoyan Yotov]

(@ EURACTIV is part of the Trust Project >>>
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Ammunition warehouses of the Bulgarian arms company EMKO exploded early on Sunday
near Karnobat, a few days after Bulgaria announced it would join the coalition to supply
shells to Ukraine.

The warehouses that exploded Sunday were targeted a year ago in an instance of sabotage.

They are owned by one of the most famous Bulgarian arms manufacturers and traders, Emilian
Gebrev, who, eight years ago, was the victim of an assassination attempt with a substance similar to
Novichok, for which the Bulgarian prosecutor’s office accused Russian military intelligence agents.

“This is an inexplicable strong fire at midnight. The most important thing is that no one got hurt. We
cannot know what happened: we still do not know what caused the explosions last vear, let alone

It's also worth mentioning, that many of Bulgaria's most powerful crime lords hail from the
Communist-era, Moscow-linked security services. These often pro-Russian oligarchs control

the country's national assets, siphon EU funds, and smuggle drugs, arms and people.
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At heart, Denkov’s suggestions that the authorities have never looked too hard into cases like
Revival and the factory blasts expose the extent of Russian sway in Bulgarian institutions.
Many of Bulgaria’s most powerful kingpins hail from the Communist-era, Moscow-linked
security services. These shadowy oligarchs seized prime national assets after the fall of the
Berlin Wall and created organized crime networks that are still pervasive, siphoning off EU
funds, running extortion rackets, and smugeling drugs, arms and people.

 OCCRP s,
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Perhaps partly due to this resistance, Bulgaria sent their first official military aid package to
Ukraine as late as Dec 2022. Their government, however, had secretly supplied Ukraine with

fuel and ammunition during the first months of the war.

16/22

Bulgaria to send its first military aid to
Ukraine

Reuters
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In Jul 2023,Bulgaria sent their largest military aid package to Ukraine. The package included
100 armoured vehicles from the country's stockpile. In Dec 2022, Radev had refused to send
old Soviet S-300 anti-aircraft systems in exchange for receiving modern US air systems.
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Bulgaria sends largest military aid package to Ukraine
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AUSSR-made BTR of the type Bulgaria will donate to Ukraine. [Tamas Vasvari/EPA/EFE]
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The largest one-time military aid package - which includes 100 armoured vehicles from the
Bulgarian police stockpile, mostly infantry carrier vehicles - was sent to Ukraine in what was
sofia’s first official decision to help Kyiv with heavy equipment, Bulgarian authorities
announced on Thursday.

The military equipment was bought 40 years ago to carry out the so-called Revival process - the
totalitarian regime’s attempt to forcefully assimilate the Bulgarian Turks by changing their names,
which led to the exile of more than 300,000 Bulgarian citizens of Turkish origin to Turkey nearly 40
years ago.

“This is armoured military equipment purchased during the Revival Process and has never been

used. At the same time. it penerates casts for storase and maintenance.” said lvavlo
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In May 2023, Bulgarian protesters took it to the streets to rally against Radev. They
published a statement that said that "The president has long shown that he does not work for
the benefit of Bulgarian society and for Bulgarian interests, but for Russian ones."
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o
Bulgarian President’s ‘Pro-Russia
Stance’ Sparks Protest

Svetoslav Todorov  Sofia BIRN  May 30, 2023 17:15

Protesters will take to the streets of Sofia, claiming that President Rumen Radev
has been working in Russia’s interests by undermining Bulgarian democracy

and hampering the formation of a government.

(0] Bulgaria's President Rumen Radev arrives for a special meeting of the European Council in Brussels, Belgium, 09 February 2023.
Photo: EPA-EFE/STEPHANIE LECOCQ

On Tuesday evening, pro-EU protesters will rally near the presidency and the Ministerial

Council in Sofia, accusing President Rumen Radev of undermining the parliamentary system

and hampering efforts to form a government after a two years of repeated elections.

“The president has long shown that he does not work for the benefit of Bulgarian society and
for Bulgarian interests, but for Russian ones,” said a statement by protest organisers Vera

Staevska and Katerina Bogdanova.
“We won't allow Bulgaria to become Belarus,” they added.

After opposing political forces We Continue the Change and GERB agreed on a cabinet last

week, negotiations on forming an administration after Bulgaria’s most recent inconclusive
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On 6 Jun 2023, Bulgaria's new PM Nikolai Denkov has promised to take on Russian
interference in the country, and naturally he's been confronted by president Radev who even
refused to shake his hand at an official ceremony where the coalition and their mandate was
presented.
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Bulgarian president hostile to coalition set to try form government
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Bulgarian PM: No more ‘Eyes Wide Shut’ on
Russian interference
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When it comes to the war in Ukraine, Radev has been blaming everyone else but the
Kremlin. In Jul 2023, he said that Ukraine was "shying away from diplomatic solutions to
the conflict," continuing that "Ukraine insists on fighting this War" ...
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Zelenskyy mauls Bulgarian president over
his opposition to arming Ukraine

Bulgaria’s President Rumen Radev is equivocal toward NATO and hostile to giving Kyiv weapons.

God forbid some tragedy should befall you and you should be in my pla d Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky| Nikolay

BY CHRISTIAN OLIVER AND VERONIKA MELKOZEROVA

JULY 6, 2023 | 4:31 PM CET ‘ ®© 3 MINUTES READ
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... and that it's Europe that's paying the bill. For some reason he forgot to mention the party

that started this genocidal war in Ukraine.

In the beginning of Jul 2023, Radev met with President Zelensky in Sofia, where they also

discussed about the war in Ukraine.
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Bulgarian president accuses Ukraine of not wanting to stop
Russian war
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Radev, who told his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy that Ukraine was shying away from a diplomatic solution to the
conflict is known for his pro-Kremlin narrative and for being against sending military aid to Ukraine. [EPA-EFE/DUMITRU DORU]
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Ukraine insists on continuing waging war with Russia, Bulgaria’s pro-Russian President,
Rumen Radeyv, said on Friday - a statement that saw a quick response from the Ukrainian
Embassy in Sofia, although they did not mention the president directly.

During the meeting, Radev's pro-Kremlin position was clear from the start, stating that he
"doesn't accept the provision of ammunition to Ukraine", and that Ukraine should negotiate

for peace with Russia.
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This conflict has no military solution.
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Past soups:

Support my work: https://t.co/R5xLjQf2Fh

Vatnik Soup

#vatniksoup is a Twitter thread series (and a hashtag!) where I'll introduce pro-
Russian actors and propagandists from around the world, be they so-called
“independent journalists”, politicians, mili...

https://vatniksoup.com
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Support me in creating daily vatnik soups! All donations will be spent on research
and production of vatnik soup or in the creation of web portal (vatniksoup.com)...
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