Pekka Kallioniemi @r_Kallioniemi

| Apr 24, 2024 - 25 tweets - P_Kallioniemi/status/1783066769453727794

In today’s #vatniksoup REBREW, I'll introduce a Canadian propagandist & social media personality,
Aaron Maté (@aaronjmate). He’s best-known for whitewashing al-Assad’s & Russia's war crimes in

Syria & for denying Russian interference in the 2016 US presidential elections.
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Maté’s biography reads an awful lot like his collaborator @MaxBlumenthal’s. Another failson of a well-
to-do and famous father, in this case, of bestselling Canadian pop psychologist Gabor Maté, Aaron

similarly fought a losing struggle to make a career in liberal journalism.
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Maté’s personal life is also a bit weird. Records show he was married to a former NPR reporter named
@StarleeKine, yet neither he nor Kine have ever publicly acknowledged their marriage on social

media,even at the time it took place. Perhaps this is because it also...
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KINE, STARLEE married AARON JOSEPH MATE on 22 May 2012 on a license issued in Brooklyn, New York City, New York, U.S.A.
Check the Source file [free] and Archives.com for STARLEE KINE. [$]

...coincided with Maté’s move from Canada to NYC & his acquisition, thanks to Kine, of US

citizenship. Was it true love or a Green Card arrangement?

Around 2010, Aaron landed a job for Democracy Now!, a far-left cable news site, which occasionally

hosts experts on Syria...
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“You Can Replace Property, You Can’t Replace a Life™:

Voices of the Unheard in the Baltimore Streets

Recent News
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i . a = Pro-Palestinian Campus Encampments
Inside Occupy Wall Street Raid: Eyewitnesses Describe Spread Nationwide Amid Mass Arrests

Arrests, Beatings as Police Dismantle Camp at Columbia, NYU & Yale

Juan Gonzélez Reflects on Historic
1968 Columbia Protests & Crackdown

I sTorY on Gaza Solidarity Encampment
U.S. Ship in Freedom Flotilla Attempts to Leave Greece Labor Organizer Jane McAlevey on
for Gaza, Despite Threats and Risk of Sabotage UAWSs Astounding Victory in VW

Tennessee & Her Fight Against Cancer

How Workers Win: Labor Organizer
Jane McAlevey on Her Life & Strategies

I sTory to Beat the Power Structure

Exclusive Tour of Gaza-Bound U.S. Ship, Audacity of
! 3 = Part 2: James Bamford on FISA & How
Hopes Sabotents Damage Other Ships in Flotilla U.S. Intel and Palantir Feed Israel’s h

Killing Machine in Gaza

3 sTorY
Debunking the Israeli-U.S. Effort to Thwart Gaza
Freedom Flotilla: “We Are C itted to Nonviol - HEADLINES FOR APRIL 23

...who tell the actual truth about that conflict - earning Maté’s enmity that his former employer has sold

out to the CIA and regime change industrial establishment.

After this, he worked for a time at a website called The Real News, but was fired some time around
2019.

5/24

THE y Support The Grayzone’s independent journalism at Patreon.com/Grayzone
GRAYZONE or via PayPal at PayPal.Me/grayzonenews
LIVE — -

P

@MaxBlumenthal

1

Aaron Maté

Why Democracy Now sucks
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Aaron Maté

Aaron Maté is a former host/producer for The Real News and a contributor to the Nation. He has previously reported and produced for
Democracy Now!, Vice, and Al Jazeera, and written for the Toronto Star, the Intercept, and Le Monde Diplomatique.

Do Russiagate Skeptics Go Too Far?

BY AARON MATE  FEBRUARY 18, 2018

TRENDING POSTS

The "Women's Cut'—Maryland's only
women's prison

The Gringo who tried to rule Central
America

Little birds told me that Aaron angered a board member of The Real News by doctoring a debate
between Mary Ellsberg, the daughter of famed Pentagon Papers whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg, and one

Max Blumenthal. The debate was on Nicaragua and Maté sneakily tried...
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Debate: Who Is Behind Nicaragua's Turmoil? (Pt 1/3)

/

I » ©® ro2s1e19

...to make Blumenthal come across as less ignorant and unhinged than he was on tape. It was a match
made in vatnik heaven, and from then on, the two praised authoritarian regimes around the globe

together through their fake news outlet @ TheGrayzoneNews.
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Grayzone, Grifters and the Cult of
Tank

The sordid origin story of Max Blumenthal’s huckster cadre

Joshua Collins - Follow
D published in Muros Invisibles - 11 minread - Feb 10,2020

A photo of US freelance journalist G
misrepresented on his

e-Luciak with a Nicaraguan Sandinista that Max Blumenthal
q Grayzone to grave consequences (Photo: Twitter)

Enter Grayzone, a supposedly leftist crew of “journalists” with opaque

financing and Russian support.

This all-caps charge against responsible journalism is led by son of a wealthy
Clinton advisor, Max Blumenthal and his zany “never met a Human Rights
violation we didn't like” cohorts at Grayzone 2. They receive helping hands
from a number of shady media organizations and fringe voices that include
Russian disinformation network RT, TeleSur in South America, reknown
racists_Richard Spencer, Tucker Carlson, a nazi school shooter and even ex-
KKK wizard David Duke.

Though they claim to write from the left, their digital fog-machine defies

political boundaries, incorporating anti-semetic smears about Soros that

have white-supremacist origins, genocide denial tricks pioneered by

European fascist parties and the “always_discredit or insult rather than

respond to fact” tactics of sociopaths like Alex Jones.

Despite having no background in chemical weapons or even any real experiencing in reporting on the
Middle East, Maté has become one of the most visible proponents of a conspiracy theory about Bashar

al-Assad’s use of chemical weapons against Syrian rebels and civilians.
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Matthew Dimitri
-

At ruins of Regime-bombed Yarmouk, Aaron Maté says the residents
can't return due to sanctions. In reality, Palestinians were besieged by

the government and can’t enter Yarmouk without a specific regime
permit.
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i ) Matthew Dimitri

3 @themattdimitri

Aaron Mate lies that ISIS triggered the
Regime bombing in Yarmouk.

The Regime crackdown began in 2011,
nearly 4 years before ISIS occupied the
camp. The bombing began In 2012, nearly
3 years before the ISIS occupation of the

17:30 - 07 Jun 21

Namely, Maté doesn’t think Assad used them — he has claimed that "Every major chemical weapons
allegation against the Syrian gov’t has been undermined by Western leaks" and/or "other damning

evidence". This fake narrative, which exonerates the Assad regime from some of...
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Speaking of dissembling on Syria:

Every major chemical weapons allegation against the Syrian gov't has
been undermined by Western leaks (most notably with the OPCW's
cover-up scandal) and other damning evidence (a staged hospital scene
in Douma, for example).

Rather than address that, we get a new line below: "OK, but look at these
334 other times that insurgents and their NATO allies have accused
Syria of chemical weapons use.”

Repeating a debunked allegation by discredited, heavily partisan
sources doesn't make it any more accurate. It just compounds the initial
fraud.

In this case, the £ 's source is a "study" from a think-tank, , that
is funded by the very NATO states that accused Syria of chemical

weapons use in the first place. The report also thanks its "partners”, the
NATO-funded White Helmets, who partnered with insurgents and were
heavily implicated in the Douma false flag. (

)

That alone is disqualifying. As is the fact that its authors, unlike the
OPCW's censored Douma team, aren't chemical weapons experts and
didn't set foot in Syria. They just scoured the internet.

Unsurprisingly, the "study's" "methodology" entails taking insurgent
allegations at face value -- even when the study can't even identify if a
chemical weapon was used, and even in cases where the Syrian army
was attacked! See this thread for some examples:

...its most notorious crimes, is also one prized by the Kremlin. Maté has even admitted that he was
working with RT to doxx Syrian eyewitnesses to one horrific chemical weapon attack in Douma,

Damascus, in 2018. He even traveled to Syria, at the invitation of the Assad...
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Tweet

Jett Goldsmith @ et 20 avr. 202

This you? No, I'm really asking. Mangan, the guy who sent this email where he
described a plot to "collaborate and leak" items from his database of personal
info on Syrian activists and eyewitness survivors to Douma, but refused to
comment on the "Aaron" in this email.

wmm-- Original Message -—--
On Saturday, 12 December 2020 10:14, Stephen
> wrote:

Hi Paul and Piers - nice fo connect.

I've attached a small screengrab of the database I've
collated over the years. It might give you an idea of
the depth of our work. As our investigation gathers
pace from January, | do anticlpate making our open

irmail, protanmall com/nbex i THAK YD IvieUALT-uzO5H 100cPAEBVIVILITQAKHGS VB DriduBA-SviADep TnZZReRIDOm I O2UVE-LGZ

e | 1) WA | AL
source work transparent to you and Aaron in the
hope that we can collaborate and leak particular
elements of inlerast,
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A8 Aaron Maté @ @aarc
i So now you're asking me, after publishing? Why didn't you just email me, as
promised? (Answer: you're a hack/ coward)

Speaking of | see that it's a pattern -- you just called Berlin Group a "front"
without contacting them. ( )

-

Aaron Maté & @aaronjmate - Apr5
“@’ That one time when junior NATO troll farmers had a freakout because a
1 pro-opposition Syria website published The Grayzone's journalism:

@) Jett Goldsmith @JettGoldsmith - Apr 4

That one time when @syriahr posted a writeup advancing the
conspiracy theory that the Douma chemical attack was a false flag
syriahr.com/en/195233/

O 214

Jett Goldsmith
@JettGoldsmith

Replying to @aaronjmate

Hi, Aaron! You should be receiving a formal request for
comment on a particular item of interest in the near
future. Have a wonderful day.

3:10 PM - Apr 5, 2021 - Twitter for Android

AW Aaron Maté @ (
T Because | have nothing to hide (unlike your Bellingcat pals who've refused to

answer for the fraud | exposed: : ' ), I'm happy
to answer: yes, | am the Aaron referred to there.

...regime and under the supervision of the Syrian intelligence services, to further peddle his claim that
the Douma attack was a hoax. However, in 2023, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons, found that it was all-too-real. This report even engaged...
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4AT™  Aaron Maté @

That does seem reasonable to ask. That's
not what was asked. Joshua started from

the premise that the Syrian government
paid for my trip, and then asked me to
deny it. | paid for my trip. Yes, | have
travelled w/ Syrian gov't minders to certain
areas, that's how it's done here.
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., Matthew Dimitri
i 4 @themattdimitri
As a result of Mateé traveling in Syria with
Regime minders, he wasn't able to get the
access he wanted.
Hundreds of journalists reported inside
Syria for years without a government
minder, knowing full well their access
would be restricted if they went with

government minders.

idea that the US government is concerned about democracy in Syria, Iraq,

hgg U [@hanistan...etc is laughable

10:14 - 13 Jun 21
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OPCW Releases Third Report by
Investigation and Identification Team

Reasonable grounds to identify Syrian Arab Air Forces as
perpetrators of 2018 Douma chemical attack

27 JANUARY 2023

The Hague, Netherlands—27 January 2023—The OPCW Investigation and
Identification Team (IIT)'s third report concludes that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that the Syrian Arab Air Forces were the perpetrators of the
chemical weapons attack on 7 April 2018 in Douma, Syrian Arab Republic.

Based on the holistic assessment of the large volume and wide range of evidence
gathered and analysed, and on the convergence of the outcomes of such
corroborated multiple analyses, the IIT concluded that, on the evening of 7 April
2018, at least one helicopter of the Syrian “Tiger Forces” Elite Unit dropped two
yellow cylinders containing toxic chlorine gas on two apartment buildings in a
civilian-inhabited area in Douma, killing 43 named individuals and affecting
dozens more.

...with the various alternative explanations advanced by Maté and others, debunking their validity with
forensic precision. Maté has received funding for his propaganda from an organization that funds

apologists for the Assad regime:
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9 kimiversen I'm happy to announce
that | have won the Serena Shim

Award for Uncompromised Integrity in
Journalism. It's an honor to be
recognized for taking a stand even
when it's unpopular. The $5000 cash
award will help me elevate the show
to the next level. It's an absolute
honor.
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SERENA SHIMAWARD

Pro-Assad Lobby Group Rewards Bloggers On Both The Left And The...
A shadowy group that supports Syrian dictator Bashar-al Assad is giving thousands
of dollars to far-right activists, conspiracy websites, YouTube personalities, and

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange —...

https:/Awww.bellingcat.com/news/2019/09/30/pro-assad-lobby-group-rewards-blogge...
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1. Matthew Dimitri
<> @themattdimitri
Aaron Maté appears uncomfortable as
Katie Halper points out he traveled in Syria
with a Regime minder and plays the clip
of Ana Kasparian reporting on Assadists
getting paid by a Pro-Assad lobby group,
some of who work at The Grayzone.

. wen Microsoft Word Technical Support
- @

They mean compared to free and fair transition government in Bolvia

18:11 - 07 Jun 21

Another big obsession of Maté’s is that Russia’s election interference in 2016 — which he derisively
labels "Russiagate" — never happened. He has claimed, for instance, that there is "no evidence" the GRU

hacked the Democratic National Committee, when in fact there is...
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BLETTERS The Nation.

POLITICS / MARCH 26, 2019

RIP, Russiagate

The implosion of the collusion theory is a humiliation for everyone who
promoted it.

AARON MATE SHARE -~

FBI Director Robert Mueller is sworn in on Capitol Hill.
(AP Photo / J. Scott Applewhite)

...plenty, starting with Mueller’s indictment of a dozen GRU hackers for doing just that. Actually, the
GRU's hack-and-leak operation against the Democrats was a central finding of the Mueller Report,
which also noted that Russia’s goal was to help the Trump candidacy.
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II1. RUSSIAN HACKING AND DUMPING OPERATIONS

Beginning in March 2016, units of the Russian Federations Main Intelligence Directorate
of the General Staff (GRU) hacked the computers and email accounts of organizations, employees,
and volunteers supporting the Clinton Campaign, including the email account of campaign
chairman John Podesta. Starting in April 2016, the GRU hacked into the computer networks of the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) and the Democratic National
Committee (DNC). The GRU targeted hundreds of email accounts used by Clinton Campaign
employees, advisors, and volunteers. In total, the GRU stole hundreds of thousands of documents
from the compromised email accounts and networks.'® The GRU later released stolen Clinton
Campaign and DNC documents through online personas, “DCLeaks™ and “Guccifer 2.0,” and later
through the organization WikilLeaks. The release of the documents was designed and timed to
interfere with the 2016 U.S. presidential election and undermine the Clinton Campaign.

on showed interest in the Wikil eaks releases and, in the summer and
R Rug g Harm to Ongoing Matter

WikiLeaks’s first Clinton-related release glSil , the Trump Campaign
stayed in contact glelll about WikiLeaks’s activities. The investigation was unable to resolve
GENRONITTILI R CIiC Sl Wikil eaks’s release of the stolen Podesta emails on October 7,
2016, the same day a video from years earlier was published of Trump using graphic language
about women.

PRESS RELEASE

Grand Jury Indicts 12 Russian
Intelligence Officers for Hacking
Offenses Related to the 2016 Election

Friday, July 13, 2018 For Immediate Release

Share ‘ > Office of Public Affairs

The Department of Justice today announced that a grand jury in the District of Columbia
returned an indictment presented by the Special Counsel’s Office. The indictment charges
twelve Russian nationals for committing federal crimes that were intended to interfere with the
2016 U.S. presidential election. All twelve defendants are members of the GRU, a Russian
Federation intelligence agency within the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Russian military.
These GRU officers, in their official capacities, engaged in a sustained effort to hack into the
computer networks of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the Democratic
National Committee, and the presidential campaign of Hillary Clinton, and released that
information on the internet under the names "DCLeaks" and "Guccifer 2.0" and through another

entity.
- -

Even with the overwhelming evidence of Russian interference, Maté claims that the Mueller report

found no "collusion" between the Trump campaign and Russia in 2016. But as the term has no legal


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GL62rkQWwAArXzb.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GL63K5MXUAAouy2.jpg

basis in the US, "collusion" was dismissed by the very same...
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1. Potential Coordination: Conspiracy and Collusion

As an initial matter, this Office evaluated potentially criminal conduct that involved the
collective action of multiple individuals not under the rubric of “collusion,” but through the lens
of conspiracy law. In so doing, the Office recognized that the word “collud[e]” appears in the
Acting Attorney General’s August 2, 2017 memorandum; it has frequently been invoked in public
reporting; and it is sometimes referenced in antitrust law, see, e.g., Brooke Group v. Brown &
Williamson Tobacco Corp., 509 U.S. 209, 227 (1993). But collusion is not a specific offense or
theory of liability found in the U.S. Code; nor is it a term of art in federal criminal law. To the
contrary, even as defined in legal dictionaries, collusion is largely synonymous with conspiracy as
that crime is set forth in the general federal conspiracy statute, 18 U.S.C. § 371. See Black’s Law
Dictionary 321 (10th ed. 2014) (collusion is “[a]n agreement to defraud another or to do or obtain
something forbidden by law”); 1 Alexander Burrill, 4 Law Dictionary and Glossary 311 (1871)
(“An agreement between two or more persons to defraud another by the forms of law, or to employ
such forms as means of accomplishing some unlawful object.”); 1 Bouvier’s Law Dictionary 352

180

U.S. Department of Justice

Attorney-WerkProduet // May-Contain-Material Protected-Under Fed- R—Crim—P—6(e)

(1897) (“An agreement between two or more persons to defraud a person of his rights by the forms
of law, or to obtain an object forbidden by law.”).

...Mueller report as a premise for federal investigation.

For Aaron, the US intelligence community is both a cynical and pathological liar and the definitive word

on any subject, depending on how what it says confirms or disconfirms Maté’s worldview.
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Aaron Maté

An NYT account of Ukraine's partnership with the CIA ten years since the
2014 Maidan coup underscores that Ukraine played a vital role in
dgenerating CIA allegations of "Russian interference" in the 2016
elections.

According to NYT: "The Ukrainians also helped the Americans go after
the Russian operatives who meddled in the 2016 U.S. presidential
election.”

After Ukrainian intel conducted a deadly operation in Crimea in August
2016, Obama officials wanted to shut down the CIA program in Ukraine.
But then-CIA chief John Brennan "persuaded them that doing so would
be self-defeating, diven the relationship was starting to produce
intelligence on the Russians as the C.ILA. was investigating Russian
election meddling.”

After Trump took office, the CIA used the "Russian interference"
allegations to expand its operations in Ukraine. This is because
"whatever Mr. Trump said and did, his administration often went in the
other direction. Indeed, Trump "had put Russia hawks in key positions,
including Mike Pompeo as C.LLA. director and John Bolton as national
security adviser."

As a result: "Preventing Russia from interfering in future U.S. elections
was a top C.I.A. priority during this period, and Ukrainian and American
intelligence officers joined forces to probe the computer systems of
Russia’s intelligence agencies to identify operatives trying to manipulate
voters.”

The NYT omits that Ukrainians collaborated with the DNC to interfere in
the 2016 election against Trump, including by leaking allegations about
Paul Manafort. ( ) (

)
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It is also absolutely critical that adversarial outlets that acted as
conveyer belts for the lies of FBI, CIA, State Dept, and Democratic Party
leaders on the critical issues of Russiagate & the Syria proxy war engage
in some self-reflection.

@ Intercepted Podcast

“It is absolutely critical the media not act as a conveyor belt for the lies of an
administration,” says @democracynow’s Amy Goodman. interc.pt/2MWYoZw

Democracy Now!host

Amy Goodman
on threats to press freedom

For example, the Republican-led subcommittee identified Konstantin Kilimnik, a former associate of

convicted Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort, as a "Russian intelligence agent."

Maté’s response was to call Kilimnik on the phone and ask him if he was a Russian spy.
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Manafort told the Office that he did not believe Kilimnik was working as a Russian
spy.”%%? The FBI, however, assesses that Kilimnik has ties to Russian intelligence.’® Several
pieces of the Office’s evidence—including witness interviews and emails obtained through court-
authorized search warrants—support that assessment:

13

e Kilimnik was born on April 27, 1970, in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, then of the Soviet Union,
and attended the Military Institute of the Ministry of Defense from 1987 until 1992.%¢! Sam
Patten, a business partner to Kilimnik.®%? stated that Kilimnik told him that he was a
translator in the Russian army for seven years and that he later worked in the Russian
armament industry selling arms and military equipment.®

e U.S. government visa records reveal that Kilimnik obtained a visa to travel to the United
States with a Russian diplomatic passport in 1997.%*

e Kilimnik worked for the International Republican Institute’s (IRI) Moscow office, where
he did translation work and general office management from 1998 to 2005.8° While
another official recalled the incident c:lifferently,g66 one former associate of Kilimnik’s at
IRI told the FBI that Kilimnik was fired from his post because his links to Russian
intelligence were too strong. The same individual stated that it was well known at IRI that
Kilimnik had links to the Russian government.®’

e Jonathan Hawker, a British national who was a public relations consultant at FTI
Consulting, worked with DMI on a public relations campaign for Yanukovych. After
Hawker’s work for DMI ended, Kilimnik contacted Hawker about working for a Russian
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NOW ACCUSED RUSSIAGATE 'SPY' KILIMNIK SPEAKS -- AND EVIDENCE BACKS HIS 'NO
READING:  COLLUSION' ACCOUNT v

acks His 'No

ion" Account

ate, RealClearlnvestigations
May 19, 2021

Ke ik says b abov, di h -port’s claim he used a diplomati tipottto being

By Aaron Maté, RealClearInvestigations
May 19, 2021

Kilimnik told Aaron he wasn’t, and why would he lie? Case closed for Aaron Maté, whose standard of
proof for other, real journalists is usually much higher than that. For example, he’s called the respected

investigative journalism group @bellingcat a "NATO state psyop".
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Aaron Maté & @aaronjmate - 2h

Bellingcat is a NATO state psy-op, as their
own state partners admit. A leaked report for
the UK gov't states: "Bellingcat was somewhat
discredited, both by spreading disinformation
itself, and by being willing to produce reports
for anyone willing to pay."

ANNEX B: RISK MANAGEMENT

1.5.1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP D:

¢ These organisations are generally regarded as well established, independent and free
from Russian influence.

* ZDG, which operates in the ‘dual-threat’ environment of Moldova, has been involved in
numerous lawsuits but has yet to lose one. Its fellow Moldovan organisation, Newsmaker,
is potentially vulnerable to Kremlin influence, given its general director’s connection
to pro-Putin cligarch Alisher Usmanow, though despite this it has to date remained
consistently critical of both the Moldovan and Russian governments.

* There are some financial transparency concerns relating to Newsmaker, ZDG, and IfPA,
who do not disclose their funding. There are also concerns that CEPA is a vehicle for US
interests and is being used to influence Polish politics in a pro-US direction.

®  Other concerns were that the CPDA and ISD had analytical shortcomings, and that
Bellingcat was somewhat discredited, both by spreading disinformation itself, and by
being willing to produce reports for anyone willing to pay.

@) Jake Tapper, long-suffering Phil... - 5h

.@bellingcat is a great journalistic
organization. Conversely, Musk once
linked to a deranged article about Paul
Pelosi in the Santa Monica Observer, an...

O 104 12 953 © 3,348  |,1 843K b 2

Elon Musk & B @elonmusk- 2h
No kidding ...

QO 452 17 420 Q 3,761 i1 349K i

Maté, like Blumenthal, caters to an ill-informed audience who think that everything the US government

says is false and therefore everything its enemies say must be true.

Uyghur Muslims interned in concentration camps in China and deemed victims of genocide?
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Nury Turkel, a Uyghur lawyer and the Commissioner of the U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom, said that The
Grayzone goes one step further than simply repeating Beijing’s line. “It’s
almost like these guys are providing talking points to the Chinese
propaganda machine,” he said.

Since 2018, The Grayzone has published at least four articles
undermining reports of the repression in Xinjiang. “Information about
camps containing 1 million prisoners has originated almost exclusively
from media outlets and organizations funded and weaponized by the
U.S. government to turn up the heat on Beijing,” wrote Singh and
assistant editor Ben Norton in one August 2018 piece.

They’re doing just fine, according to the Grayzone boys, who even come up with new lines of attack
against Uyghur defenders, propaganda which the Chinese Communist Party later uses. As is tradition,

propaganda boys defame the messenger and disregard the actual message.
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Aaron Maté @ @aaronjmate - 21h
Harrowing footage of the "Uyghur
genocide":

€@ carl zha @Carizha - 1d

An #Uyghur Wedding in #Xinjiang
Show this thread
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Aaron Maté @ @aaronjmate - 21h
Replying to @aaronjmate

Western leaders & media stenographers
have propagandized millions into believing
that there's an actual "genocide® of
Uyhgurs in Xinjiang. Is there a comparably
insane allegation today that Chinese
leaders have duped their citizens into
believing about the West?
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INFORMATION WAR

Enter the Grayzone: fringe
leftists deny the scale of China’s

Uyghur oppression

This week, writer and commentator Max Blumenthal downplayed
Beijing’s actions in Xinjiang on international TV — and he's not the only.
one

BY CAITLIN THOMPSON 30 JULY 2020 ¥ FEATURE

NY Times’ pseudo-expert accusing China of
genocide worked for far-right cult Falun Gong’s
publicity arm

@ BEN NORTON - JANUARY 28, 2021

The New York Times recycled flimsy claims by a right-wing apocalyptic extremist to accuse China of
“genocide,” in an op-ed by an American with 1/8th Uighur heritage who worked for Epoch Times, a far-right,
pro-Trump outlet backed by cult Falun Gong.

he New York Times published a factually challenged op-ed accusing China of committing “genocide” against its Uighur minority.
The article sourced its spurious accusations to a right-wing operative who insists his research is part of a divine “mission” against

Beijing that is “led by God.”

The author of the New York Times op-ed, Amelia Pang, happens to be a former employee of the Epoch Times, a far-right propaganda arm of
a fanatical anti-China cult called Falun Gong. The extremist group preaches that race-mixing, homosexuality, feminism, and science are
Satanic plots, and reveres Donald Trump as a God-like figure who was sent down from heaven to destroy the Communist Party of China.

In a statement to The Grayzone, Pang said, “The Epoch Times and the Falun Gong group do not represent my views in any way.”

When it comes to Ukraine, Maté can’t stop talking about "Ukrainian neo-Nazis". His favorite topic
seems to be the Odesa clashes, which were heavily influenced by pro-Kremlin agitators. More on the

incident here:
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https://twitter.com/P_Kallioniemi/status/1704058527864569958

To be fair, Maté has "never claimed expertise on Russia, Ukraine, or Syria" & it shows. For example,
he’s falsely claimed that Russia was not a signatory to the two Minsk agreements. His dishonest takes

on Ukraine have been dissected thoroughly here:
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https://twitter.com/neil_abrams/status/1593604628603715587
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Aaron Maté &

I've never claimed expertise on
Russia, Ukraine, or Syria.
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This from ¢ 5 comes as part of an endless
thread arguing that Ukraine is not at fault for failure of
the Minsk accords.

Here he highlights 3 failed provisions that he blames on
Russia. But Russia wasn't a signatory. And, as I'll show,
more failures are Ukraine's fault:
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Correction to earlier: Russia wasn't a signatory to
Minsk |; it was a signatory to Minsk Il. The actual Minsk
Il provisions don't mention Russia; underscoring my
point that onus was on Ukraine to implement.

The Minsk-2 agreement

As fighting raged at Debaltseve, emergency negotiations, brokered by Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany and President Francois Hollande of France, took place in Minsk.
These produced a ‘package of measures for the implementation of the Minsk agreements’
(‘Minsk-2"). This document, signed on 12 February 2015 by representatives from the
OSCE, Russia, Ukraine, the DNR and LNR, has been the framework for subsequent
attempts to end the war.31

Minsk-2 is not an easy document to grasp. The product of hasty drafting, it tries valiantly
to paper over yawning differences between the Ukrainian and Russian positions. As a
result, it contains contradictory provisions and sets out a convoluted sequence of actions.
It also has a gaping hole: although signed by Russia’s ambassador to Ukraine, Mikhail
Zurabov, the agreement does not mention Russia — an omission that Russia has used to
shirk responsibility for implementation and maintain the fiction that it is a disinterested
arbiter.

Dmitry Polyanskiy,the Russian SVR officer residing in NYC, loves Maté even more than he does

Blumenthal. Dima refers to Maté as "dear Aaron", and he’s even invited Aaron to speak at the UNSC.

For some reason Maté crops his SVR handler out of all the content they re in.
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At the UN, none of the states that accused Syria of a chemical weapons
attack in Douma (and bombed Syria over it) challenged my claim that the
OPCW suppressed key evidence.

None also answered my question of whether they will call an the OPCW
to meet with the Douma team.

Aaron Mate at UN: OPCW cover-up denies justice to Douma victims

To conclude, Maté is a propagandist whose work is strongly supported by authoritarian regimes like the
ones in Syria and Russia.

As @neil_abrams put it, "Aaron Maté isn’t dumb," only "dishonest", which makes him a valuable asset
in spreading pro-Kremlin and pro-Assad BS.
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There is also a group of British academics accused of spreading pro-Syrian
regime disinformation and conspiracy theories promoted by Russia. Since
2020, journalist Aaron Maté at the Grayzone is said by the report to have
overtaken Beeley as the most prolific spreader of disinformation among the
28 conspiracy theorists identified. [Maté rejects the claim - see 10 July 2022
footnote.]

o Aaron Maté & @aaronjmate - Nov 14
Replying to @lanBohen and @ChrisCoons

I'm not a fan of mass murder 2
72 Readers added context they thought people might want to know

Aaron Maté works for The Grayzone which has well documented
relationship with promaoting disinformation on behalf of authoritarian
regimes. He has published denialism covering up/for the Uighur
genocide, Syrian dictator Bashar Al Assad, & Vladimir Putin, among
others.

mediabiasfactcheck.com/the-grayzone/
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Grayz...

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Mat...

Do you find this helpful? Rate it

Context is written by people who use X, and appears when rated helpful by others.
Find out more.
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The Soup Central

The Soup Central gives you in-depth knowledge on disinformation, bad actors and
information operations.

https:/Amwww.youtube.com/@TheSoupCentral/videos
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